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100 Years Of Service 


- 


By Tim Nicholas 


In an early issue, the BaptistRecord 
said of itself in an ad: “The Baptist 


traffic. It is a home paper, and 
be in every Baptist Family in the 
state.” 


Some things don’t change. The Bap- 
tist Record still adheres to the same 
principles with which it began. 

It began in 1877 under convention 


Mississippi Baptist 
Work Small In 1877 


(Taken from BAPTIST ANNALS by 


in the state for the preceding 22 years.) 
It may not be amiss to state the con- 


ef- 


Southern Baptists 


board ip in Clinton with J. B. - 
Gambrell as'editor. Then it moved-in 
1879 to. Jackson, “to secure larger ad- 
vertisements for the paper and for 

Then back to Clinton and in 1886 


cord, and was apparently placed 
under private ownership. 
For a time the paper served both 
Mississippi and Louisana Baptists. 
During a move back to Jackson, a 
fire destroyed the offices and all re- 


forts were to be made on several lies, 


churches, or preaching by our 
people, and little hope of anything bet- 
ter in the existing state of things. Sar- 
dis, Winona, Corinth, Greenville, 
Natchez, and many other good towns, 


Only Million In 1877 


By Lynd E. May, Jr. 


906,074. Their 12,864 churches, 559 as- 
“sociations, and fifteen state bodies 
were all in the South." 


and the collapse of the last 


. sub- 

the 

years of War and Reconstruc- 

tion. ended the era with a net gain 
of 40 per cent in over 
65 per cent in the number of ; 
bale. ed associations, 1,183 

a ’ 
churches, and 89,426 ; 


ern Baptists by 1877 had established 
one seminary and 24 permanent 
ies, colleges, and universities 


academies, 
in ten states: The Encyclopedia of 


during this period. ! 
(53%) had college of university train- 


ing: 

The Southern Baptist Convention 
was 32 years old the year the Baptist 
Record began publication. At that 
time the Convention had only two 
agencies to carry out its work: the 
Home Mission Board then located in 
Marian, Alabama, and the Foreign 
Mission Board in Richmond, Vi 


Mis- 


y 
had small, struggling . 


cords of the paper. Between then and 


paper for Mississippi Baptists. 
- In 1898 a stock company was or- 
ganized to operate one Baptist paper in 
the state. Owners of the Layman and 
Record both sold out to the company 
and the new paper, which moved to 
Jackson, was named the Baptist. Pub- 
lication ceased for 
tbreak of 


The Layman rose in popularity 
a monthly to a weekly, getting re- 
commendati associa- 


tions from an 


The state convention meeting in 
1886, suggested consolidations of the 


Mississippi 
one in Newton. 
In 1911 Editor Bailey offered the 
paper to the state convention, but the 
offer was refused. He sold out to 
another man for a sum he said was 
‘*nobody’s business,”’ though the 
paper was all along considered to be 
the official publication=of the state 
convention. Most editors of the Baptist 
Record during its private ownerships 
claimed little or no profit from the pub- 
lication. It was only through the print- 


ing for the destitution in their 
but often with limited efficiency and 


success. business the Baptist Record 
ing the oper- 

T. J. Walne had been taken fromhis ated on'the side, that the editors could 

rapidly growing work in Vicksburg, at regularly. 

and made secretary, of the State Mis- By 1919, the state convention board 

sion Board, then located in Jackson. (Continued on 2) 

His comprehensive mind had just me 

begun to mark the limits and estimate_ 

the greatness of the work to be done, 

with no force yet organized to carry 

the day. He had a sleeping giant to 

crense free iy shemnbars, ont Ge) e R 
as to the needs of the hour. Few 

men in our day assume heavier re aptist e€ 


rieie ste eplacn pe 
bea review his it Reprinted from 
where fortes have met in deadly com- 
bat and men’s souls have gone up to 
God out of the bloody tabernacles. The 
man’s work will speak for the wisdom The history of our journalism is 
(Continued on page 5) clothed with interest and attended 
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What Was The World Like 
When The Record Was Born?- 


What was the world like in the year for the South for the Carpet-bagger. 


days would 


50,000,000, but growth was accelerat- 
ing. Tens of thousands of immigrants 
were flooding in from Europe. The 
great cities were becoming over- 
yes crowded, new cities were springing 
would be inaugurated. With his ad- up, and 
ministration a new hope would arise 
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Long-Time Reader 


Mrs. Ellie T. Hamilton of Camden has been reading THE BAPTIST RECORD for the 


past 73 years. She 


that her entire family read the paper from front to back 


each week. She began reading at four years of age, and THE BAPTIST RECORD was a 
part of her reading material even at that early stage in life. Mrs. Hamilton's father was 
O. B. Thornton, and the family attended Hebron Church in what was then Harmony 
Association. She doesn't know when her family began subscribing to THE BAPTIST 
RECORD, for it was in the home when she was born and has been in her home ever 


since. 


much choice reading. Its editor was a 
man of fine culture, and was a writer of 
unusual ability. It was his aim to en- 
courage education, to throw light on 
our Foreign mission work, and to es- 
tablish a State Convention, so as to 
secure unity of effort among Missis- 
sippi Baptists. The price of the 
monthly was $4.00 a year, or, if not 
paid within six months, $5.00 a year. It 
was an eight-page paper, in size, about 
one foot by one and a half. It was 
printed in Natchez by the ‘Free Trad- 
er” on Main street near Commerce 
street. The paper was issued in 
twenty-eight numbers, or-for two 
years and four months. It ac- 
complished much good. In his last 
editorial the editor said: ‘Prejudice 


Several Area Papers Precede 


pal monthly until the close of its 
publication. The last number came out 
February, 1838. 

The Luminary was sold to the Mobile 
Monitor, and the consolidated paper 
called the Southwestern Monitor and 
Religious Luminary. In all of our voc- 
abulary, it does appear that a few 
more words could have been found to 
Fag as ponds yA pak 
Felix Heard was its editor and prop- 
rietor. Ashley Vaughan has been cal- 
led the father of our convention. He 
was the Alfred the Great of Mississippi 
Baptists. He built wisely and effectu- 
ally for the future of our people, and his 
memory should be dear to every, Mis- 


(Continued on page 5) 


= Nine Men Occupy The Editor’s 


sissippi was represented on the 
Foreign Mission Board by M. P. Low- 
ery and on the Home Mission Board by 
W. H. Hardy.‘ Southern Baptist 


Chair In Record’s 100 Years 


. |By Anne Washburn McWilliams 


July 3, 1876, the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention voted to begin publication 
of the Mississippi Baptist Record. This 
ae aie kg apg y 
B. as first editor. In the 100 
years since, eight men have followed 
hiro in the editor’s chair. ; 


bh B. Gambrell 


When he was 15, he was and 
joined the Pleasant Ridge . He 
and his brother Ira a pact never 


su 


The couple rode a freight train from 


and for duty near Memphis. 
Pleasant Ridge Church licensed 
to preach in 1867. was 


* 


‘ 


) tered letter, express, or P.O. Order on Clin- 
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THE pesiseIPr: BAPTIST |‘ ‘ 
in ‘ . But |and cause my faco to shine u ing i { 
RECORD. | ministera, and it givos as pleasure Pedobaptism by sound und Scrvptu- you Y _ religion ie aban et Baby aln se te 
+ atom, “to say that, a2 0 body, they are noble, | ral argaments; bat accorded to its | eountey have boem aban. jer,” 1 we can get along | But with one accord they all ex-| ply gutten hold gf ® good thing, as ul How Kheep Rawinz 

A religions and thimlly ewspaper pud-|lotable men. Witkiout exception, 'advosates due credit for their learn- | Joned, and have been sllowsd-to dig. | with things as they, are, claimed: “We canunt ovese from aX pad deaelne gee bod of 
Mahed weekly at Clinton, Miss, under te | we cas reckon them car per-|ing, piety and usefulness, and co- / Land aml go to pecarin the last few! Rh. G. Hewiarr. | chewing, spuffing and pufting—wo|somobaly’s patent, which be sees i ; 
patronage of the Baptist Conventions of 'yonal {ri and right are wo|operatod with them,so far av they jycare Why is this? Tt ie not tor, P.S.—As I am vot a correapoud-|are slaves.” °% = has . 4 mency with which we this 
Misaiasippi and Louisiana, sad devoted to oS : ~*~ low, that is . Wel could without sacrificing their dis | tbe want of preachers, bat jtjs bo. cnt of the Hernid, Lappesd wy ded- scuysmenr. Dincchceleia tks wos les wie: mo the attention of ong 
the interests of the Baptist cause, expecial- tly camtion earl tinctive principles, This is the way | cause the churches aro mut to nition of Landmarkiam. Perhaps| And it came to pam that the Wo-' ter mind aud will are gone? It . Ae impreesce! are wo with the 
ly te these States. “sory thick” with | our fathors trod, and trod most suc-/ pay, and. the preachers fuse te the Herald man muy geo it. men of the land begam to use it ; and | ta somo shape, for i eemadation oe | Cratlt that sheep raising is 

‘The Recomp will be the exponent of “d:ffereat * | cessfully ¢ but, ubowt twenty years | preach withoat pay. I would Landmarkiam is non-palpit af@tia-| they broke sticks and made “litile| two, bet it will cone Ke rablo to succensia! husbandry in thie 
sound Baptist dectfine. It will, on none po | ago, eome of brethren in the South) gest that the membership of tion with preachers of other doveg thereof, and’ with tobacco pow- | frreed to Sais the section wt the South, that we hinkms: 
of the queytions Which now agitate the de- i that | wést aaw, or thought they saw, agreat| churches showid prt become discour-’ inations. Pormit mo to #0 o | dor "uD Guoesany'Sialr southa, renege? Aopcr pein pe mS - cannot be tovralten presented tw: the 
nominatios, give forth an wacertain sound. 7 Lenten, we | light, and tareed a sharp corner. As|aged, bat hubawegular meetings anc’ publication of the presset dmark} “Then was to bo econ a sight de- iold tw - eh agg me cousiderativn of cur firowete.. 1 
It.docs not aim to be “liberal,” bat to be had | we did not disera tho light, we kept | leara to jalk among, thewsselved dipet\discuasion in-pamepbiet forts, fr pren-| ploreble, "Home it reade hypocrites, sincttouth <esmtaly. IY ban, [meee OF thes PES oe 
talthtul te the truth as beld and practiced PAT sqmegee ‘that |etraight forward iv the path oar tu-|the lave 6fGod te the and above ercution and future reference. tor’ thoy-did use it “im -secrot. “Some | however, \as vital "principles Pepe mag se ore nn bof 
by the Baptist churches of the stricter sort. | tho @lobap-|tners had long and prosperously | all, to yray.- Don #2 mach) Tam delighted with the Recosp's hit made buld by ite , to tse at pormenenl ‘int 1 “tree, oe at ly, heap wit . Ad 
While the, paper alms in sll things to be sneral- | traveled. - on the preacher, but let mem- curse lowart the Religioa Morald, | in defance of and the wishos | must. ly toa’ all its, pret: “ue, o phen ged gre 
eound, It Will also be christian tn spirit, 2 tm, as} Phe Reconp thinks thst #a ‘real | ber be @wreagher iu 8o- fer 88 {© be }ind especially with the spirit of the | of friegds; and (hey all did slob- siomal st oa 3g a ee eg i decoy 
Aiud to all, even to those of s contrary way te mofiaces usin the urarfulap | tble to tAl arity oval God in his eeseut discowish, L pom vod aw Drssle® we ieee K . a 2 mmsbandry are SNR. op b 
of thinking, not now.—It is the danger of pop:|ewo hoa avd -be «1 iced Uiat Te must result in gout. ran thereuf, with tho an anit enone explure the philos- |i, Ainecietla tivater =o ani- 

‘The Rucotip, ss the organof thesa Cov- 20 dur p® chick wha read Brbers—as|somo soul to ask for that samo | RG. L veil deve: stain around them, and|ophy of religious impustures, must - nat on the ¥ aetna past 
vention, Wil! be hamedive<? ~ ..9me it is even now. leading them—to | lore. | —+— they did run their tongues around putass a» high as it‘ turns or cal PROB | yg 
ainn ox the greutet yare of the Baptists |be undeceived. We shall then most | wish (o form allinaces with us.) Every member of tho chareb ean |The Recoption ef Cnurch Mem! :hcir lipe -to clear thom, and then | lustrating, on the oue side, buman cre-| 44g, whether in or ‘Yuu, 
of the two States: to make it such Throagh theee alliances, our peculiar |exercive an influence and m-} they did spit aguia, and their banker- | dulity, aud, on the other, tho readi- | wii produce ade whit mere mutton 
a medium as our churches nec! With doctrines are in danger of being sank | fluence, however small, should be Desh Bra Sickel; e were defiled, - and ofteatimes | ness of shrewd, vaprincipled men to) thay “beof. No meat comniands 


our | carnestly devoted te the bai 
be | of the cause of Christ, 


—————— 
Plagiarism and the Religions | 
Uerald. 


up! tura thw credulity to their own ac; bext 5 
i vount.—J. U.,in Religious He: pacer vce fee roe 


ton; nono we myre nutricivus, 
When. I road, «few years since, 


none more ercnnmical to oe 
fronve forvign sumor, since inacuvking it inks 
death of that pap po yo peg ovo quyrter tous than beef. To pro- 
Bicbop Melina whee face bud [dee the best rewalts the Cutan ol 
: ili i S joust be crowed with tho nme, 
yeon —_ priate 4 ae pe — Combing wool, premidim mutton aud 
rrp pela cot but [carly lambs aro the threo caventials , 
ti for ‘profit. This cross necessitates 
better feed, which in its turn de- 
mands better éuliure, and the first . 


‘ » _|most reverence for the venerablo/ constitutions vegees children, and- 
Or reediay the recent Herald arti-| .uthor of the artic I would, YP] the world sal gt by this fashion 
not, however, change our front, in or- | 2 OP ia aah pissarian, Sud ' no means, enter into a cuntroversy | exesedingly, wad a sigh was ruised by 
der to maintain oar position. Mar deratay ac hie rk . BT ca with thie veteran, but would sit at! the tful of the land; for the 
ing defended it fora Lnadved years, | D. porectcet Be sf 1 wean’ the aud |Lis vot and learn, Me says somoex- | burt of daughters of the poople 
weeseeno reawn for either retreat-; Delivery ot Welmons pon thesaime, | .cijout things in the piceo above ro-|wasgreat. — « 
T was reminded of the adage, “When! 1.:rod to which ought to bo well] And it was eaid, what shall be 
considered. But. the babit of re-|done? Alas! what shall bo dove /— 


W. Lipsey, Colt Water; Eid. S.A. Good- | tists. If thie be trae, we aro already 
. half a Laodmarker. 

rant; Eid. A. H. Booth, Winona: Bid. Serve! | “Wo cannot affiliate,” says our edi-) 

Robertaon, Silver Creek ; Eu. C. M. Gor- | torial brother, “without some sort ov 

elon, Meridian ; and Eid. J. B. Hamberlin, | compromise- Tacitly, it is agreed to 

Ocean Springs, Miss; Eki. J. B. Tucker, | go s0 far and stop—atop because be- 

Keachi; Eid. J. P. Everett, Shiloh; Bid. J.| yond that wo disagree.” Compro- 


them by all pr& 


ing or advancing to find « place of doctors disagree, Disciples then are 


come up to me now, 


A. Rackets, ; Eid. PF. Courtuey, | mise, if it does not sacrifice principle. | suicty. eS free.” : " . ‘The Bpiv- supplies the latter with better ma 
Mt. Lebanon; Judge Bassey, Bastrop, |is& good thing. The world ouflers “We do not believe,” says Bro. The Torald says “Thoughts ar Cn eee natal: Christian Messenger. rip? -_ por! ford preg nure. Thirty-six pounds -of sheey 


cant," fe erotian |neid pope Remit en 


; i ; J, “A man has a right to ao idea 
We will certsiuly go back in the di- |"! “Bm 5 
rection of open oe euler and gen- wherever be finds it.” So far dl 
eral devominational communism”—- 
what ever that may be—‘or forward 


manure equals in valus fur grass 
}lands a hundred pounds of cow ma- 
nurs, the former being nearly equal in 
nitrogen al superior in 
to guano or hon manure, 
Many of ovr abanduned lands have 


la Besides there ere other | quite as mach an uncomprom.s- 
goodbrethren sad able writers who have|ing as from a compromising spirit. 
promised assistance. All these can -bardiy |“ When people ste ministors cli and 
fall to make a paper interesting and protit-' trim, and pick a way Ahredghe the 
cide in s high degree. Seriptures, like men who can do as 
Besides able articles ow all the questions, | they like, Nbat is the natural offect 


ral? Baptists are _sticklers, having 


hymns shonid be read to bim—Just 
a “thas saith the rd” fur every- 


as Lam, wrthout one plea;’ ‘Rock of 

clon for me ;’ and ‘Seaus, lover 
i.’" Le said to his friend, 
we.” Ife asked the Bish- 


| good. “=. 'e les 
The Herakl continues : “We may 
axtep further. The substantial 


umes 4 week, carefully {0 the public mind ?” inquires the| to the position indicated in these pa- requiring the telling of Christan ox he should read from the Pray- on 
sit Sas on ne nm, Werny mn Syrup tees at ol aad erst lands Meee |e Nh eta 
mestion trom our own observativns, | position is too great.” The editur | °° silage een who unites with a chu wi , 
Le given to this department. In ft trom | We bave ed repeatedly in Pe: |brophesies confidently, but not by |"! plagiarism. (Italics mine) Broad-| oll instracted, and make a clear prophet of « new dispenss-| Utne Lord is letting me down gent. eo connate spaeetet, 


wo 187 : “Never a ; , 
. There trong ten- page 187, says: “.¥ ri- | profession of faith in Christ. Lf it ro- 
inspiravion. T' is & strong ten-| the complete optiine of a die gaired in God's Word that ® candi- State, and the 


course. ° 3g date for baptism-shall relate before | of . 
Foriher, tbe Msiw'd ange’ |p" RUM. se arames,| st eooned band, 
| preacher should, in eommenci |the chaptcr or vereo containing | ignorant inventor; 


sermon vay, ‘I am indebted fa 10 eithe: veas banded by infu 
| Robert Ilall or Joba A. Broadus for! ciret & a i 


thgt sheep will cat aud thrive wn, 
and they ure the only animals Uhac 
destroy the vitality of all the seods 
they cat. Witha stight addition of 


« better food, sheep will not unly im- 
had gone bofore him.—New York Ob- vo OD saa et our abandpuedt 


ly into the ve. Thie is fulli 
asloep.” Yon tow minutes bo we 

4 topics of the evangelical sys 
tem, without having to “clip, trim or 
ws a way tb the Scriptures.” 
‘e have often 


coup will thus be kept informed of the move " ; of iw origin was 

ments world. + preach in Baptist pulpits, and their) affiliation tists, all agree that an tainly be pointed out. Thisdone, I servor, 

aay agg Pesce ila Lereaail | castles poses pater’ afi open pe tats prea ure in-| the matter and plun of my sermos,! iol adoro to the usage strictly, patent to all that koow the Dying people wast real praying jan, oe weed hoaame im ae 

will interest the conductors of the Mssans- | —the convictions of theirown |ermpatibie.” ‘The workl takes bat |*nd adopt thom decease otherwise, Task to be excased. found for its refege; gore it) en seadio, mbes la reetering: leek poetanlive: 

airs Barrist Rucoun. bearte—ouch ac would beve bees ar-|ittle interest in the matter, and] 'bem, and repoct them pues ty will be greatly obliged to any broth-| thorough organization ; brought to pray s- per NTopens seriou tactets i 
Tube the paper end” help the couse of /ceptable from Baptist preachers, and |forms its opinion of it with very 4's '™RMNT: he would lose ‘noth- |r who will point out the Seriptare| the {rout We pelrpemens: nee? “aaa atm aogy eae gre wetes ow 

Ohrist snd yourself and your family. | ROt the leve true, importart, or per: | slight examination. Its jndgment | "8 ie ee ceinds cap ber oh ee jon which A aetinpomaen rest. I don’t scoored the w ar oe ~~ an Ten as Syrontoly Cs port: 0 4 

= , * * | . ould . fe vinborate arou dred ——— a 
tend two dollary and fifty conta by regia | bape lese cfficicnt, heeause they fell) yy of little value. The opinion | oo establish his character for caw eek for Pret en Torin eae followers, every soul of| We have heard that it is being re-| fed and occupied by one thousand 


| from Pedebaptist lips. reusoming. I ask for Scripture, 
“AMiliation’ —that is, in the palpit— Very respectfully, 
is urged on the ground of “ministerial M. P. L. 


\cuurtesy ;” and that is wrong, says 


of Pedobaptists on the aubject 8} dor and fair-dealing.” Broadus eays: 


worth as mach as it is on infant bap jan, be : if 
soe okt i Th. et any one try the experiment t 
feel ~ mach ane poral Sad be hhkes, of acknowledging that the 
pedelishe eat 2 P| dan ot his sermon is derived from so 


io in the Mothodist ranks that] sheep, 1s capable of supporting ono 
\jor 


ten, to M. T. Martin and’ you will receive 
the paper postage paid one year, 


unconverted to join the chureb and be bighiy manurean acre of Land; that 
a 


7-—_——oe—e—e—eee—eeeeeee : A c : , : 
Discussion Between the Ree. ‘be Brcoev. It may be, if thatie the |tigte of inconsitency in inviting to vice, and ce 10 what Gn Guth : : A : : 
' : a band 80, it, . tho irresitible civilization of the ba that they conld theroby X [one deed sheep. in fleou days 
<s pag hen Movie: Pad sae eo Demeter: | shole pulples those whom (hey exvtode isave in very peculiar cases, it wi The late session of the Columbus | and now, in the twenty-nivth ae rel uch easier. For very shuse! would so manure un acre of as 
rien tis } Seeea fen hike. he ia| fromm thee sce vitiates. their judg. [diminish the intereet. The | Association ‘was a delightful ore. A} of bivrale, and the seventy-si closo theig lips aud nex: }tacayry iLsbrungh » or yeapr=z0te- 
re wterrycyh Pare a! eryed, Resently, o Deptiot Associa avers SE ee leaned saan, | do not merely come to hear « sis japimt of beotharig. laze. and Claris | tin life, he has let go hie hold only*at| er open mem fill Leas dey eapiocig are; fon Of crops, ae 
te erchange Be ete toe wee belgie cement town, where limitation Burtistx, differing widely [COUrse. They cvime to BOBr wean vn ea the entire body, | the tonsh of death. "Give me a , | Prepared 10 bop thus wis- Gultare of Unbboge: 
The fourth article of the Kecoap | thero wore tlitec-or fowl hbur houses | on other points. consistently agree in man communes bd ppg y~ and aber Pt roune a ba meget bo said toe enough “to mating, = — haa bettor tats alli : 
io an extention of ite ‘ment con {of worship. On Tord’s day, an im-|maintaming that an open palpit—for | est thought and feeling ; the reflex influon 2g} turn over in. lo did a big thing prev ane es eT ba Many persons complain that they 


principle in life—dou't let bis poor body 


the expediency of imvitin - | mense concourse of people trom the 
tists to occupy Baptist palpita That! surrounding cowatry was present, 
point was pretty fully considered in | 8 xious to hear the differont preach- 
our last issae ; Ket we notice several |¢T3 in attendance on the ufecting. 
matters in this article claiming our | *' church could not con- 
brief considerativn. tain a third of the people pressing 

“How can two walk together, ex- | '° bear the gospel. ‘The Pedobap- 
cept they be agreed ”” That isan im- | tist charches wero- courteous) y offered 


which peabody contends—and am open 
communion table are inconsistent. 
This opinion is entitled to all the 
respect that is due to the. numoer, 
intelligence and candor of those who! . : . 
hold it. ‘These however, aro the op- | right? ee tere bet 

posing forces against which a large! camete is n deal 


majority of the Baptrst churches in jay be regarded as mere matters. of| xruction-tu the colored people wer 


jan to teach that thoro is aay! i, will not hea: 


cage fs ustasedsily growo as avy 
other plant, ifite naturnl“wants aru 
met in the surrounding conditions. 
Theso wants, although not many, nor 
difficult to meet, are im, tive, and 
must bo mot if success iu to be so 


nt question, ing its own | for Baptist preaching. Should the ;his coantry, from their origin, have ; . 7 = cored. A little study of its nature 
Leobesa . Cortainlge thes” cannot. | crowd, bungry for the bread pf life) pad to aie nd} and they have not {epinion, uboat whieh geist d hea-| South wes thorvag| aad even oa mach ity it will give some insight into the cbar- 
If, however, their disigreement pre-|have been loft to starve, because | only made great and encouraging | OY differ in theory and praction, patel harder ee against and | crushed; it Gethsemane. actor of these wants, : _ 
vents their walking together in one| there is no oxpross Jaw aathorisin bat have firmly maintained beer Racragge ay on either Sie wt im the delegates ~aiil Ceased asay idole everyohere, with pre pry ‘The cabbage 1s a biennial plant, 
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Southern Baptists Numbered Less Missionaries To Speak 
Than Million Members In 1877 


(Continued from page 1) 
Orleans, Louisiana, May 10-12, 1877. 
This was the first time the Convention 
had met in that state. Another four 
years would elapse before the Conven- 
tion would hold its first annual meeting 
in Mississippi. J. B. Gambrell, Z. T. 
Leavell, and about 18 other Mississip- 
pians were “‘delegates’’ (we call them 
messengers) to the 1877 meeting which 


Baptist Home Mission Society and 
other Northern leaders had repeatedly 
sought to secure organic union of 
Northern and Southern Baptists. The 
Southern Baptist Convention, how- 


best for all concerned. 

Not all Southern Baptists, however, 
were yet ready to sever all with 
Midwestern 


Seminary enters | 
20th Year 


Midwestern Seminary, newest of 
Southern Baptists’ six theological 
seminaries, will be the 


Baptist societies in the North. Many 
churches seeured their Sunday School 
literature from the American Baptist 


tists even cooperated with the Ameri- 
can Baptist Home Mission Society in 
its mission work in the South rather 
than supporting their own Home Mis- 
sion Board. The Northern base society 
was making more than 600 appoint- 
ments in the South each year.* By 
comparison, the Home Mission Board 


Home Mission Board was in dire 
straits when it reported to the Conven- 
tion in 1877. Its annual income had 
dropped to $16,816 from a high of 
$38,014 in 1872. The board blamed the 
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being done by female missionary 
societies, the convention in 1877 urged 
that such societies be formed in every 
church. A convention committee on 
women’s work encouraged the women 
to establish a convention-wide organi- 
zation to stimulate the growth and de 
velopment of women’s work iin the 
formation of Woman’s Missionary 
Union 11 years later in 1888. 

The 1877 meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention marked the first 
time that .a woman registered as a 
Convéntion delegate. Mrs. Myra E. 
Graves, widow of Baylor University 
president Henry L. Graves, registered 
that year as a delegate without 
incident. Apparently the significance 
of her presence was overlooked 
because she regi simply as M. 
E. Graves.* The issue of women 
messengers later sparked heated 
debate at the 1885 Convention and 
resulted in action that excluded 
women from serving as messengers 
until 1918. In those days the brethren 


now 
Southern Baptist Convention (the 


second one in the last 13 years), times 
have indeed iged! 

A century ago the Southern Baptist 
Convention was rather limited in 
membership, geographical area, or- 
ganizational structure, achievement, 
and outlook. By 1877, however, South- 
ern Baptists had laid a foundation for 
the phenomenal growth and develop- 
thent of the last one hundred years 
which have made the Southern Baptist 
Convention the largest and most effec- 
tive evangelical denomination in 
America today. 

‘Robert A. Baker, The Southern Bap- 
tist Convention and Its People 


(Nashville; Broadman Press, 1974), 
p. 321 

"Ibid., 254 

§ , Southern Baptist Convention, 
1877, p. 4 

SIbid., p. 8 

*Baker, p. 244 

"Ibid, p. 240 

oe 1877, pp. 39-51 

*Leon , “The Role of Women in 
Southern A 
History and Heritage. January, 

1977, p. 12 : 
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100 Years Of: 


(Continued from page 1) 


idea since it ‘‘ardently” supported 
prohibition. ~ 


Italso its price in the face of 


to for churches 


At Agricultural Meet 


The seventh annual meeting of Ag- 
ricultural Missions Foundation Ltd. 


’ willbe on February 18 at First Church, 


The highlight of the evening-prog- 
ram will be four Southern Baptist Con- 
vention foreign missionaries discus- 
sion of their work. The missionaries to 
be present are Jim Philpot, Mexico; R. 
T. Buckley, Bangladesh; Delos 
Brown; Zambia; and Carl Ryther, 
Bangladesh. 


The program will begin at 1:30 p.m. 
with a business meeting of the Board of 
Diregtors. The evening session will 
start with a meal at’6 p.m. and the 
main general session is to start at 6:45. 


Agricultural Missions Foundation’s 
main purpose is to support agricul- 
tural missionaries with financial re- 
sources, equipment or other needs that 
cannot be met through normal chan- 
nels. The Foundation provides techni- 
eal support to many missionary re- 
quests. AMF provides work groups 
that go out as missionary volunteers to” 
assist missionaries in carrying out 


- Special projects that include agricul- 


ture, medical, and construction ac- 
tivities. 


~ 


Owen Cooper serves _as president; 
James Baugh, Arkansas, is vice presi- 
dent; Gene Triggs is secretary - trea- 


surer. 


MC Gets $1.5 Million 
Advance Gifts, Pledges 


has received $1.5 
million in advance gifts.and pledges 
toward its “Breakthrough” 


bserves 
Service 


him and his _ tions in editorial style, increased use of | 
and 


and 
terest to Baptists. 


<* 
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Current News P ve - 


Record Lottie Moon Offering Check 


The largest Lottie Moon Offering check ever received through 


treasurer's office 


of the Mississippi Baptist Convention Board is handed to Executive Secretary- 
Treasurer Earl Kelly by Mrs. Frances Smira, right, WMU director for First Baptist 
Church, Jackson, and WMU president for Mississippi. The check is for $51,714.42 
and came from First Church, Jackson. Miss Marjean Patterson, WMU Executive 
secretary for Mississippi, looks on from left. Frank Pollard is pastor of the church. The 
goal for the offering for the church was $45,000. 
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Bible Teacher Workshop Offers 


A statewide workshop for Bible 
teachers will be held Feb. 14-15, at Alta 


Woods Baptist Church in Jackson. 
The Bible T Learning Work- 
shop is the 


Tenn. 


Cummings of the MBCB’s 


School Department. It will also serve 
to introduce newly-produced mate- 
cassettes. 


Sunday School Board, and Frank Pol- 
sean panier af Samoans EERO 


During the workshop, age group 
conferences will be held for persons 
who teach preschool, children, youths, 


CAC Speaks On Pornography, 
Liquor Ads, Camp Safety 


By Don McGregor 

The Mississippi Baptist Christian 
Action Commission, during its semi- 
annual meeting in Jacksori; estab 
lished its stand on several issues now 
before the Mississippi Legislature. 

The 1977 90-day session of the Legis- 
lature is now under way and will end on 
April 3. 

During its meeting the commission 
elected Macklyn Hubbell, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Cleveland as 
chairman. George Lee, director of as- 
sociation missions for Lawrence, Mar- 
ion, and Walthall! counties, was named 
vice-chairman; and Ann Alexander, a 
Jackson businesswoman, was elected 
secretary. 

The issues which the commission 
addressed itself during its meéting in- 
cluded pornography, liquor advertis- 
ing, taxes on church property, and 
youth camps. 

The commission commended the 
parent, civic, and church organiza- © 
ree currently voicing concern over 

of violence and sex by 
the television media. 

The commission also expressed ap- 
preciation for the efforts being made 
by President Jimmy Carter, congres- 
sional committees, and the State 
Legislature to create and maintain 
higher standards of ethical conduct, 
especially with regard to corrupt prac- 
tices and conflicts of interest. 

The commission‘in addition en- 
dorsed the concept of safety and health 
— for Mississippi youth camps. It 

as pointed out to the members by ~ 
Coauniasion Executive Director J. 
Clark Hensley that the proposed legis- 
lation would permit input toward regu- 
lations from representatives of vari- 
ous camping groups. 

Mrs. Jean Stanton, representing the 
State Board of Health, met last week 
with Mississippi Baptist Convention 
Board Executive Secretary Earl Kel- 
ly; WMU Executive Secretary, Mar- 
jean Patterson; Paul Harrell, State 
Brotherhood director; Camp 
Garaywa director, Fran Pickett; and 
Hensley todiscyss the provisions of the 
bill. If passed, the State Board of 
Health would be responsible for im- 
plementing the legislation. 

Proponents also advised that the 
adoption of safety and health regula- 


tions for Mississippi would preclude 
the possibility of Mississippi’s coming 
under federal guidelines for youth 
camps. Mississippi Baptist Conven- 
tion camps have no problems main- 
taining the highest health and safety 
standards, Hensley declared. 

“Because of our interest in alcohol 
and drug abuse, we have always been 
concerned about liquor advertising,” 
he continued. ‘‘Mississippi proponents 
of liquor licensing in 1966 maintained 
they were not interested in increasing 
consumption, therefore no advertis- 
ing.” The commission regi its 
opposition to Senate Bill 2071, which 
would legalize beverage alcohol ad- 
vertising in any media. The commis- 
sion cited favorably instead HR 786 (U. 
S. Congress) known as the Brown Bill, 
which would disallow deductions for 
advertising of alcoholic beverages. 

The commission took a stand in 
favor of HB 199 (Mississippi) which 
would reduce the presumption of Driv- 
ing While Intoxicated to .10 blood con- 
tent from the -15. Most states 
have .10 or .08. 

The commission went on record as 
opposing all taxing of-churches — tan- 
gible property and church liter&ture. 

A bill on taxation of church property 


by Rev. Wayne Burkes (HB 259) has 


been reported out of committee to the 
floor of the House. This bill would 
amend the present law ‘“‘to clarify 
legislative intent to permit religious 
societies ecclesiastical bodies and/or 
congregations thereof to hold and own 
all houses used for places of residence 
for its pastors, ministers, bishops, and 
representatives in charge of a district, 
conference, or convention.’’ The pre- 
sent law confines the holding of prop- 
erty to one place and to one minister’s 
home. The proposal would clarify the 
law as to what is meant by Sunday 
School house or houses of a similar na- 
ture by adding, ‘‘including, but not li- 
mited to, church nurseries, day care 


centers, kindergartens, family life 


centers, and activity buildings.” 
A similar bill was still in committee 
in the Senate. 
Of particular interest to Baptists are 
pornography bills in the House and Se- 
nate. Last fall the Mississippi Baptist 


Vietnamese Commander 


On August 10, 1975, Ingalls Avenue 
Church, Pascagoula, voted to 
a Vietnamese family. poeneoeray id 


Lewis made 

Mau Dinh Nugyen and his two children 
to go to P; church fur- 
nished ana , paid the family’s 
rent and utilities for several months, 
and food and 
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~ Mau Becomes Christian 


from whom he and the children were 
separated during the evacuation. 

she had returned for her pa- 
rents, the Communists destroyed a 


forceable law dealing with pornog- 


raphy. 
A bill in the Senate (SB 2506) by 


‘Charles Pickering would establish the 


crimes of displaying indecent matter 
and of promoting pornography and of 
promoting pornography for minors 
and would provide penalties for viola- 
tions. In the House a bill by George 
Rogers (HB 336) would regulate 
obscenity and related offenses and 
would repeal sections of the Missis- 
sippi Code which are constitutionally 
unenforceable for the prohibition of 
obscenity. Another bill by Rogers (HB 
883) would prohibit exhibition to public 
view of obscene films. 

Hensley noted that there have been a 
number of bills concerning a tax to be 
ear-marked for alcoholism treatment, 
rehabilitation, prevention, and educa- 
tion fund. HB 444 in the Ways and 
Means Committee and SB 2541 in Fi- 
nance Committee both would au- 
thorize a 3 percent\ as at 
wholesale to. be ear-marked for. 


fund and would generate about $1.¢aumber of awards 


million for use by the Division of Al- 
cohol Abuse and Alcoholism of the 
State Department of Mental Health 
and public and private centers of 
trea . These bills have the en- 
rn of a number of groups, he 


HMB Emp 


adults, and for general Sunday School 
officers. They will emphasize such 
areas as learner roles, using teaching 
learnigg resources, and how to relate 
to non-attending parents of children 
who attend Sunday School. 

Special interest conferences will in- 
clude such topics as: How to provide 


Washburn 


for a teaching ministry in cradle roll, 
How to select adult Sunday School lit- 
erature, and How to use value clarifi- 
cation with children: Lay- 


ing foundations for christian conver- 
sion. 

Schedule for the two day workshop, 
will be from 2 p.m. Monday, Feb. 14. 


Calvary, Hinds-Madison, 


Earns Most Study Awards 


The church earning the top number 
of Sunday School leadership and age 
division study course awards for 1975- 
76 was Calvary Baptist Church of 
Hinds-Madison Association with 142. 

Second highest in the state was West 
Jackson Church in Lee Association 
with 123 awards. Another Lee Associa- 
tion church, Harrisburg Baptist, came 
in third with 94 awards. 

, Greenville of Washington As- 
sociation and First, Water Valley of 
Yalobusha Association were fourth 
and fifth with 88 and 79, respectively. 
_ Then came two Hinds-Madison 
churches. First, Canton and Byram 
with 72 and 69 awards received. And a 
three way tie for eighth highest 
‘was shared by: 
First, Pascagoula of Jackson Associa- 
tion; Parkway of Adams Association; 
and First, Kosciusko of Attala Associ- 
ation, each with 62. 
Four Hinds - Madison ¢hurches 
earned the next highest number of 
awards with OakForest, 59; Parkway, 


hasizes ~ 


Bold Mission Thrust 


ATLANTA (BP) — Boid Mission 
Thrust (BMT) objectives were em- 
phasized during the January meeting 


of tie executive committee of the 


“Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) 


Home Mission Board’s (HMB) direc- 
tors here. 

During the meeting, the executive 
committee appointed 48 persons to 
serve in home mission areas 

“The increased number of appoint- 
ments reflects the Bold Mission Thrust 
emphasis,” said Tommy Jones of Ma- 
con, Ga., board president. 

“I am very pleased to see tangible 
evidence of Bold Mission Thrust start- 
ing,” Jones said. 

Bold Mission Thrust — part of ‘the 
SBC’s Bold Mission emphasis — is a 
strategy designed to “‘evangelize and 
congregationalize the nation by: the 
end of the decade.”’ 

Lyndon 
sion section, 
flect the targets of concern for BMT 
which are counties without an effec- 
tive evangelical witness, key cities, 
cultural and lifestyle groups and 
transitional communities. 

William G. Tanner, executive direc- 
tor treasurer of the board participated 
in the first executive committee meet- 


Ken and Karen Taylor of Kansas City; 
Mo.; erly oda! tr gaa 


The missionary associates ap- 
Fayiz and Emilia 


The Taylors will serve in Missouri. 
He will be director of Christian social 
ministries for the St. Joseph Baptist 
Association. He is a graduate of Mid- 
western Baptist Theological Seminary 
and the University of Missouri. — - 

The Pearsons, both California na- 


tives, will serve in Mono City, Calif.” 


where he will be a pastoral missionary 
for the HMB’s church extension de- 
partment. He is a graduate of Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary 
and Sacramento State University. 
Prior to appointment he was pastor of 
the Bridgeport Baptist Mission. 

The Sakninis who are now living in 
Atlanta will serve the Georgia Bap- 
tist Convention as catalytic language 
missionaries bracts with Arabs. He 
is presently starting an Arabic con- 
gregation at Weiuca nied Baptist 
Church, Atlanta. He is originally from 
Nazareth, Israel, and Mrs. Saknini is 
originally from Lebanon. 

Medders, a Texas native, will serve 
in where he will be an assis- 
tant in tt work at the University 
of Wyoming. He is a graduate of Texas 
Christian Upiversity and of South- 
western Baptist Theological Semi- 


+ The Hopkins wil serve in Suto, Ww. 

. where he’ will be pastor of the 
Fav beoen Baptist-Chapel. He is 
an Alabama native and has pastored 
churches in Sedalia, Mo., his wife's 
hometown 


Butler will serve in Normal, Iil., 
where he will be a student worker at 
Iilinois State University. He is a 

aduate of Wheaton College .and 

Baptist Theological Semi- 

and a native of Harvey, Ill. 
Morales will continue to live in 
San Antonie where he will continue as 
Fer tthe “Ls Fe” Baptist Church. 
is a native of Guatemala and a 1976 


Ft new abo eae 
His wife is also a native of 


approved to receive 


Pome cuarelad inaid. (GPA) a was: 
* Prank Photelio of McComb, Miss., 1p 


pnd a —" 
of 
Ke anne, of Lorain, Ohio, to 
Ka rep tar oh 
Snaeton. aes to serve in Shil- 


taney — of In- 


to serve in In- 


58; and Center Terrace and Broad- 


“moor each earning 54. 


Next came Ingalls Avenue Church of 
Jackson Association with 52; and Im- 
manuel of Leflore and First Cof- 
feyvillé of Yalobusha each with 50. 
First Tupelo of Lee Association earned 
49 awards; First Senatobia of Tate, 48; 
and New Hope of Marion, 47. 

First, of Rankin Associa- 
tion earned 40; Southside of Hinds - 
Madison, 37, as did First, Holly 
Springs of Marshall. First Columbus 
of Lowndes earned 36 awards and Car- 
we of Lebanon Association earned 


‘Innevations, Aids, Materials 


through the end of the evening session, 
Feb. 15. 

Cummings encourages participants 
to bring materials, they already use in 
Sunday School teaching. 

Registration begins at the door at 1 
p.m. Feb. 14. 


President 
And Family 
Join Church 


WASHINGTON (BP) — On his first 
Sunday after meving into his new 
home in the nation’s capital, President 
Jimmy Carter with his wife and family 
went to Sunday School-and joined the 
First Baptist Church here. 


Amy, nine - year old daughter of 
President and Mrs. Carter, made a 
profession of her faith in Jesus Christ 
as her saviour and will be baptized into 
the church membership. 


—N\. The Carters have been active mem- 


bers of the Plains Baptist._Church, 
Plains, Ga. When Carter was elected 
governor of Georgia and moved to At- 
lanta, he transferred his membership 
to a church there and became active in 
its program. 


Other members of the Carter family 
who joined First Baptist include the 
President’s son, Chip Carter, and-his 
wife, Caron, and Annette, wife of Jeff 
Carter, another of the President’s 
sons. . 

Charles A. Trentham is pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, which claims to 
be ‘‘the oldest Protestant church in the 
District of Columbia.’’ Organized 
March 7, 1802, First Baptist is af- 
filiated with both the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the American Baptist 
Churches, U. S. A., as are all churches 
in the D. C. Baptist Convention. Harry 
S. Truman frequently worshipped 
there when | he was President. 


MBREA. Meeting Features 


Singer, Chaplain, Dean 


Lyric soprano, Beverly Terrell and 
Jimmy Orman, chaplain at the Missis- 
sippi Methodist Rehabilitation Center, 
will be among those featured during 
the 1977 meeting of the Mississippi 
Baptist Religious Education Associa- 
tion (MBREA). 

The MBREA, will meet Feb. 24-26 at 
Biloxi’s Sheraton Motor Inn. 

Mrs. Terrell who teaches voice, will 
sing and will. speak.on-the subject ‘‘In- 
spiration and Sharing in Worship.” 
She is soloist at First Baptist Church, 
Dallas, Tex. 

Orman will speak on the subjects: 
“A Christian’s Response to IlIness,”’ 
and ‘‘Take Care of Yourself.’’ 

Other program personalities include 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Elkin. He is 
academic dean at Rosemead 
Graduate School of Psychology, 
Rosemead, Calif. The couple will 
speak on: ‘‘The Real Person,” ‘The 
Communicating Person,” ‘‘The Fam- 
ily Person,’’ and ‘‘The Spiritual Per- 

Miss Lucy Hoskins of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board, Nashville, will 
lead a session on ‘‘Relationships in the 
Office,’ and will hold a special secret- 
ary group meeting on ‘‘Keeping Office 
Records Usable.”’ 

Chester Vaughn, program director 
for the Mississippi Baptist Convention 
Board (MBCB) will speak on a ‘‘Goal 


Oriented Approach to Work.”’ 

The two - day session of the MBREA 
is primarily for ‘“‘education and en- 
richment for ministers of education, 
youth, music, directors of missions 
and religious educators,’’ says secret- 
ary - treasurer, Larry Salter of the 
MBCB. 

Other officers of the organization 
are: Albert Jones of Laurel, presi- 
dent ; James Webster of Jackson, pres- 
ident -elect; and Lurline Tarpley of 
Hattiesburg, vice - president. 

Send reservations and $5 registra- 
tion fee to James Webster, Box 10564, 
Jackson, Miss. 39209. 


Evangelism 
_Confere 
Feb. 7-9, Jackson 
Tues. morn. and aft., 
Wed. morn. 
WJFR-FM 96.3 mh 


Commission Workshops 


Planned For Feb., March 


Bob Adams, associate professor, 
Christian ethics, Southwestern Semi- 
ary, Fort Worth, and Charles E. 
Myers, pastor, Alta Woods Baptist 
Church, Jackson, will serve as re- 
source persons for the Christian Ac- 
= Commission Workstiops an- 

nounced by J. Clark Hensley, execu- 
tive director. 

Scheduled at First Baptist Church, 
Grenada, February 28; Central Bap- 
tist Church, Brookhaven, March 1; 
and First Baptist Church, Moss Point, 
March 3, at 7:00 p.m., the seminars 
will feature ‘The Biblical Basis of 


Christian Action.’’ Awareness, 
priorities and stra for meeting 
current problems in Mississippi will be 
highi ; 


I ' Brookhaven ; and Zeno Wells and 
Perry of Jackson County. 
Adams will be in the Batesville and 
Brookhaven sessions and Myers will 


be at Moss Point 

Workshops are scheduled in Sep- 
tember in Winona, Philadelphia, ‘and 
Cleveland with Earl Potts of 
Montgomery, serving as a resource 


person 


Garaywa Staff 
Applications 


Marilyn Hopkins, Camp Director for 
the ten weeks of Girls in Action and 
Acteens Camps at Camp Garaywa, is 
now accepting applications from 
young women to aparectante in the 1977 
camping progr: 

All pro pea cambare must be: commit- 


_ ted Christian young wamen who are 


active members of # Southern Baptist 
Church; have unending patience and 2 
love for children; have at least one 
year of college; have a good know- 
ledge of the mission tions. 

For applications and information, 
write to: Marilyn Hopkins; Box-530; 
Jackson, MS 39205. 
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OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST CONVENTION 


Editorials 


A Mississippi Milepost 


Some 155 years ago the first of what 
are now 33 Baptist state papers was 
“begun. These papers can point to an 
auspicious beginning, for their in- 
itiator was Luther Rice; and they were 
begun for a noble purpose, to aid in 
raising money for missions. 

The first of the state papers is now 
The Christian Index, the publication of 
the Georgia convention. 

Now The Baptist Record has 
reached 100 years in age. This is a ven- 
erable age, and the paper has served 
mightily and worthily throughout 
these past 100 years. 

It is an exciting thing to reach such 
an anniversary as the 100th birthday — 
the centennial observation. In an ef- 
fort to have a worthy celebration of 
this anniversary we are designating 
our four issues during February as ah- 
niversary issues. All during February 
we will be publishing material relating 
to the centennial of The Baptist Re- 
cord. 

We hope that readers will enjoy 
these issues and find them beneficial. 
When the entire package is put to- 
gether at the end of February, there 
will be 40 pages. Subscribers who are 
interested are urged to keep each of 
the four issues as they arrive and put 
them together at the end of the month 
in order to have the entire anniversary 
publication. 

A great deal of the material in these 
four issues will be glimpses into the 
-past. Surely this is interesting and 
worthwhile, for we can always learn 
from observing what has gone before. 

Let us not become so preoccupied 
with the past, however, that we fail to 
keep our eyes riveted on the future and 
our hearts set on goals that are estab- 
lished on out ahead of us in years to 
come. 

The Baptist Record will continue to 
serve the churches of the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention. The Baptist Re- 
cord will continue to seek to promote 
the work of the Kingdom of God in the 
minds and hearts of Mississippi Bap- 
tists — to seek to help them become 


good 

news of the Kingdom in all areas of the 
world, starting at home. 

The road ahead may not be as easy 

as the path already traveled. Postal 

rate increases have already put many 


publications out of business. The eost, 
of newsprint continues to go up, along 
with everything else, and labor costs 
must continue to rise so that workmen 
will not be penalized because of cost 


‘The Baptist Record has a mission, 
however, as is stated above, and it 


* plans to stay in business in order to 
accomplish 


it. Indeed, we are hoping 
for increased circulation. and in- 
creased readership as the years roll 


We had set a goal for ourselves by 
anniversary time of 120,000 in circula- 
tion. We-have passed that mark by 
more than 1,0000. We are the fifth in 
size of all the 33 Baptist state papers. 
We are only slightly behind South 
Carolina in number of subscribers, 
and Georgia is not too far ahead of us. 
Alab&ma has built up a fair lead for 
second place with an excess of 150,000, 
and The Baptist Standard in Texas is 
away ahead of all with some 375,000. 

We have the largest circulation of 
any publication published in Missis- 
si 


ppi. 

The Baptist Record has the largest 
amount of space for the publication of 
news and articles of interest of any of 
the state papers. And due to the fact 
that there are larger numbers of Bap- 
tists in the other four states ahead of 
The Baptist Record in circulation, the 


_ Mississippi paper may well have the 


greatest percentage of subscribers in 
relationship to Baptists of any state 
except for the two states that send 
their papers to every family in those 
states free of charge. 

Mississippi Baptists can well be 
proud of their paper. It, too, had an 
auspicious beginning, having been 
started by that highly acclaimed 
Southern Baptist statesman of some 
years ago, J. B. Gambrell. 

The Baptist Record is fortunate in 
having two of its former editors still 
living. They are Dr. W. C. Fields and 
Dr. Joe T. Odle. Dr. Odle retired in 
August. Dr. Fields is associate execu- 
tive secretary of the Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive Committee. 
The widow of a third former editor, 
Mrs. A. L. Goodrich, continues to live 
in Clinton and will have a part in the 
centennial issues. : 

At this piont it would be well to pay a 
special tribute to Dr. Odle, who has 
worked very hard on the centennial 
observation. Due to the mechanics of 


From _a Former Editor 


Silver’d O’er With Age 


By W. C. Fields 


Oscar Wilde observed that most 
calendars mar the sweet simplicity of 
our lives by reminding us that each 
day that passes is the anniversary of 
some perfectly uninteresting event. 


The 100th Anniversary of the found- 
ing of The Baptist Record may not stop 
traffic in Jackson on THE day, nor 
prompt a parade on Main Street where 
you live. But notice of this birthdate 
(February, 1877) is worthy of more 
than passing interest because of what 
the publication symbolizes. ~~ 

The great, great grandfathers of 
some present day readers were also 
Subscribers to thé earliest issues of 
this venerable and distinguished pub- 
lication. 


For 10 decades The Baptist Record 
has faithfully tried to present endur- 
ing, ageless truth. Today it continues 
to serve a timeless institution, the 
church, for which our Leader died and 
for which he lives forevermore. 


The paper records the good news of a 
gospel which is still producing mira- 
cles of God's grace. In its distinctive 
role, the paper will go on proclaiming 


z 


the promise of tomorrows where grea- 
ter adventures in discipleship await 
courageous followers of Jesus. 

The centennial of this remarkably 
durable, perennially influential jour- 
nal, is a major milepost in the onward 
march of Mississippi Baptists. A cen- 
tury is already enough perspective to 
declare that the paper has given added 
momentum to Mississippi Baptist life 
and to Southern Baptist life EVERY 
year. 

During these years many religious 
publications blossomed then faded 
quickly like Morning Glories. The 
1970’s again are seeing some papers 
fold permanently, withering on the 
vine much too soon, some dying of ar- 
thritic joints and tired blood, and 
others simply unable to cope with 
skyrocketing costs. x 

But at age 100, ‘‘silver’d o'er with 
age,” The Baptist Record is just hit- 
ting its stride! 

Baptist life is not a structure that 
you build as you would build a barn. 
Rather, it is more like a river, con- 
stantly in the process of becoming’ Its 

innings in small places and its end- 
ings a. ‘he Great Sea, like the stream 
at each milepost along the way, are all 
parts of the whole. The very name, The 
Baptist Record, suggests this con- 
tinuity with the , this visceral tie 
with the earlier lifestream. 


meeting of only 164 messengers. It was 
not a good year — at least financially 


; — for staring new enterprises. 


Centenary celebrations are posteri- 
ty’s tributes to people who dared, often 
against great odds, to move out in new 


. directions. James Bruton Gambrell; 


the founder and first editor of The Bap- 


_ tist Record, was one of those rare and 


remarkable leaders who can gal- 
venize their into action 
even in the worst of times. The paper 


a Sind which began in his house at Clinton be- 


came a major instrument in a 


retirement, he was not privileged to be 


sues would not have been nearly as 
significant as they will be. , 
Then a personal word is in order. 
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for Baptist state pay 
have loved dearly as I have been en- 
gaged in it and have missed sorely dur- 
ing the times I have been away fromit. 


niversary of sorts on my own. It has 
been almost a fairy tale career 
through the years, and I am 
forward to those that are left before 
retirement. 


I look back to the time of the decision 
to leave the editorship in California. 
There was no reason to leave except 
that it seemed the Lord was leading in 
a new direction, and I did not know 
what.all it might involve at that time. 
My secretary finally said that she 
would hate to see me go except that she 
knew the Lord was leading to some- 
thing very worthwhile. 

She was right, and I must express 
my appreciation to the Lord and to 
Mississippi Baptists for the opportun- 
ity of service. 

The Baptist Record has come 100 
years through time. The staff of The 
Baptist Record at this point in time 
pledges to Mississippi Baptists and to 
the Lord our very best during our te 
nures, and we hope to have a part in 
getting the second century of service 
under way in such a fashion that it will 
be every bit as meaningful as the first 
century has been. = 

One hiindred years have gone by. J. 
B. Gambrell began this century of ser- 


. vied. Except for five months, Joe Odie 


closed it out. Let us savor and enjoy 
this anniversary as we go past it. This 
is a milepost, however, not a stopping 
place. Let us move on with all due de- 
termination to accomplish the task 
that is before us—_DTM 


tion Era. The South is no longer a sim- 
ple land of catfish and honeysuckle. 
The tides of population, business, and 
industry are shifting toward a New 
South. The Sun Belt states now have 


over half of the nation’s e. In 197 
the Gross Nati Js wel 
ing heavier on the southside. 


For the first time in well over a cen- 
tury the nation has a president from 
the South, one whose religious faith 
has turned unprecedented world at- 
tention to his fellow Southern Baptists. 


Partly because of President Jimmy - 


Carter, curious millions of people at 
home and abroad will be watching 
with new interest to see the quality of 
the Christianity we Baptists practice. 

The quality_and maturity of our 
Christianity, the moral and ethical 
caliber of our citizenship, and the real- 
ity of our spirituality will be shaped — 
or certainly CAN be shaped — to a sig- 
nificant extent by the 33 Baptist staté 
papers. In this regard, The Baptist 
Record, as one of the oldest of these 
papers and one of the largest in circu- 
lation, moves into Year No. 101 of its 
life with the greatest opportunities of 
its long history. 

Any newspaper, including The Bap- 
tist Record, naturally takes on some of 
the coloration and personality of its 
editors and staff. Don McGregor and 
his fine co-workers are capable and 
dedicated people, worthy of their re 
sponsibilities at this juncture in, Mis- 
sissippi Baptist life. ; 

The paper, however, is also a mirror 
of its consti . It provides a run- 
ning account of faith at work in the 
Baptist churches of Mississippi and 
the Southern Baptist Convention. The 
journal is also prima facie evidence ag 
to what, where, why, and who Baptists 
of the state are. It is a contemporary 
version, a Mississippi edition, of the 
Acts of the Apostles, a reflection of the 


substance and style of Christianity fog. 


tered by ‘the churches. Thé paper 
therefore is a partnership irrthe furth- 


ing as a high calling. He said, ‘It may 
be glorious to write thoughts that shalj 
make glad the two or three high souls, 
like those far stars that come in sight 


once in a century.” 
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Ihave been on the staff of the Baptist 
Record almost one-fourth of its 100 
years, and exactly half -my life. 
Through these years I have worked 
with many people in the making of the 
paper. In this column during this Cen- 
tennial I plan to look backward 
at some of those faces. . : 

A few years ago I read a book called 
MINE TO FOLLOW. It was the 
Story of a young woman who wanted to 
be a foreign missionary. Various cir- 
cumstances prevented her going. Con- 
fident she was in the Lord’s will, she 


Journalists generally have some 
lofty ambitions. They also live with 
several occupational hazards. One of 
these hazards is a tendency to be too 
busy with the news of the day to update 
the ineffectual mental habits they 
have inherited from the ious gen- 
erations, and worse still, ‘thereby let 
their readers fall prey to the same 
malady. 

The perennial role of a Baptist state 
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FOR 100 YEARS 


Faces And Places 


By Anne Washburn MeWilliams 


said something like this: ‘it is not 
mine to decide if I go or stay. It is bu 
mine to follow.” : 

When I was around fifteen, I felt 
strongly that God was calling me into 
full-time Christian service, Mama was 
WMU president and I was very active 
in GA. Asa result, I hadthen; and'still 
have, an intense interest in the cause 
of foreign missions, and thought that 
God was calling me to be a foreign 
missionary: However, all of God’s will 
is not shown to us at one time. Step by 
step I followed the road that would lead 
me to religious journalism — a Train- 
ing Unien lesson by Ina Lambdin, a 
chapel talk at Judson by Marjorie 
Moore, Armstrong, an enthusiastic 
conversation with a cousin, Vivian 
Langley, then a missionary to Africa, 
who had studied at Southwestern 
Seminary. i 
By the end of my third semester at 
Southwestern, my money (saved from 
two years of teaching fourth grade) 
had disappeared and I thought I would 
have to drop out of school for a while. 
Full-time jobs in religious journalism 
were scarce, especially for-a beginner. 
But I didn’t have to wait for my place, 
or even look for it on my own. The Lord 
found it for me. 

Professor W. L. Howse called me 
into his office and said, ‘I’ve had a call 
from A. L. Goodrich, editor of Missis- 
sippi’s Baptist Record. He needs an 


paper is to help equip the saints. It does ‘editorial assistant. If you decide to go, 


this by keeping readers informed and 
up-to-date on 


Baptist people with the truth even 

when the news is unpleasant, and shar- 

ing it promptly and forthrightly. 
warned and 


a messengers é 

of all kinds about the illogical 
retribution sometimes flung back at 
the ‘‘first bringers of unwelcome 
news.”’ Your editor and staff run this 
risk when they propose to “‘paint the 


things as they see it for the God of \ 


as they are.’’ Don't eae ere 
faithfulness to this duty. Rather 
thank God for this vital evidence of in- 
openness in Baptist life. 
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I think you will like Missisippi.”’ 

Dr. Goodrich called me that night 
and wanted to know my answer. I told 
him I'd have to pray about the matter, 
at least overnight, About a week later, 
in April of 1953, I flew to Jackson on a 
Sunday afternoon. Doris Wiggins met 
my plane, accompanied by Joe Jack 
Hurst and H. O. Stewart. Doris had 
been editorial assistant for the Record 
for three years and was accepting a 
job in Nashville. I spent the night at the 
Walthall Hotel, attended the evening 
service at First Baptist Church, and 
heard Dr. Hudgins preach. 

Next morning I walked across Smith 
Park to the Baptist Building at Missis- 
sippi and Congress. Dr. Goodrich in- 
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troduced me to the editorial staff — 
Joe Abrams (who later became as- 
sociate editor) and his secretary, 
Frankie Warren; and Eleanor Smith, 
who would be sharing an office with 
me. I met J. E. Lane, the paper’s busi- 


ness manager, and others inthe Mail- © 


ing ‘Department. That day Dr. Good- 
rich took me to lunch, along with Mrs. 
Smith and Doris, at the Robert E. Lee 
Hotel. 

I began work with the Baptist Re- 
cord May 20, 1953, intending to stay 
rey rod py bes 
to seminary for a final semester. 
But Mrs. Smith’s daughter, Daunie 
Jean Nettles, had previously worked 
for the Record and offered to substi- 


tute for me while I returned to South- - 


western in the fall of 1953. I graduated 
in January, 1954, and returned to 
“Jackson. As my duties gradually 
changed and expanded, the name of 
my job was changed from editorial as- 
sistant to editorial associate. The tem- 
porary job I had in mind has 
lengthened to almost 24 years. 

-Ican never thank God enough for the 
place of service He chose for me — for 
the warmth of Christian friendships in 
the Baptist Building, for the joy of 
working ‘with four congenial, capable 
editors, for the knowledge that 
through the printed word I can go to 
many places at the same time. 

During my first in Missis- 
sippi I met W. D. McWilliams, who 
later became my husband — but that is 
another story. 

and news 
releases that cross my desk, and 


through writing assignments, it has 


been easy from this vantage point to - 


make missionary friends in many 
lands, and to keep in touch with them 
and what they are doing. 

I wanted to be a missionary. What 
could be more missionary than a Bap- 
tist paper that carries the Good News 
to every county of the state, to every 
pr plie.-—-ran emia daca 

But it was not mine to decide if I 
| wee agate hata tr aera 


— older, if done properly, 
a lot. aie 

It means several . 

First, that the object or person 


the courage to defend and expand be- 
liefs, having the honesty to see things 
as are and to relay them that way 
when such a relay is helpful. 

And then, for an institution like the 


eos Oe Ee 
erly means accepting responsibilities 
not only in the " 
the lives of indi who are under 
its influence. 

A ey oa distinctive of the Baptist 
Record for the years that I have read it 
has been that while news reporting is 
its there has been ample 
in editorials and 

has been 
per- 
walks 


featured articles, 


strong spiritual ' 
eee nee 


‘' @ 


Missis 


olde Stas eae ot oO cps 


_ ready for what has been done. The 


church at Oxford was left by its retir- 
ing pastor in a condition that is the de- 
of every pastor entering a new 


” field of labor. J.B. Gambrell in-pas- 


toral duties was a workman that 
needed not to be ashamed. From a list 
of ten prone he had formed a 
church of great spiritual strength. He 
gathered around him from here and 
there, such men as J. L. Johnson, 
Plant, Estell, Jackson, and the Leavell 
brothers, whose influence was felt for 
years in the State mission work. The 
church was well up on all points of de- 
nominational work, thoroughly alive 
and hopeful for the future. Another had 
laid the foundation, and it was the duty 
of the new pastor to take heed how he 
should build thereupon. 

In the summer of 1877, the Missis-> 
sippi Baptist State Convention met 


(Continued from page 1) 


ance in 1846 with William H. Taylor as 
editor. In 1847, it was published in 
Jackson in a brick building above the 
store of Harris and Shackelford on 
State street. From July of that year to 
July, 1848, W. H. Taylor and William 
Carey Crane were its editors, Taylor 
and Hinton its proprietors. After this it 
was conducted by an editoral commit- 
tee until January, 1849, when J. B. 
Hiteler assumed the editorial ,man- 
. The paper was suspended in 


that year. 

The publication of the Mississippi 
Baptist was resumed in 1857 with El- 
liott and Williams as proprietors, and 
J. T. Freeman, now of Starkville, as 
editor. It. was a paper of four pages, 
about two by two and a half feet, the 
price, $2.00 a year. In August, 1857, J. 
T. Freeman was in full control of the 
paper. Col. J. L. Power, now Secretary 
of State, was at that time foreman of 
the office, and authorized to receive 
money on subscriptions and for job 
work. I have always felt that we had a 
part interest in Col. Power. He was 
also our helper in our troubles with the 
Orphan’s Home at Lauderdale Springs 
just after the Civil War. 

In 1859, William M. Farrar was as- 
sociated with J. T. Freeman in our 
paper interest, and January, 1860, W. 
M. Farrar and Aaron Jones, Jr. took 
charge of the Mississippi Baptist with 
J. T. Freeman as associate editor. In 
July, 1860, itappears that Aaron Jones 
was sole editor. Everything in the 


State 


la rsuanee to the wish of many Bap- 
tist Cha and individuals of this State, 
jurches 


and by the iment of the M: 


seistipp ne 
till Small In The. Year 1877. 


legates met to forward the 


Re Granberry, from Palestine 
Ashiey "Vanghn, from . Clear 


with Starkville church. It was in some 
senses a memorable convention. Con- 
phar ag cn went og Say with 


thoughts 

gled for — some of them 

with ardor at white heat for educa- 

a aa ado : 
over for 

hhabined cadeth denne 


sit at His feet, subservient,fo his will. 


the ‘The Convention was deeply devotion- 


al, a characteristic that all such 
gatherings of God’s people ought to 
possess. This spirit held the body to a 
holy purpose and to correct action. The 


presence of a number of supporters of ° 


the Southwestern University, at 
Jackson, Tennessee, was enjoyed by 
the Convention; but they were lodked 
at as skant by the warm admirers of 
Mississippi College. Because of their 
present received an interpretation, 
and in the discussions of Mississippi 
College ardor made the speakers very 
positive. J. J. Johnson made a playful 
speech and reply to some of their most 
pointed remarks, for which, surely, 
those Tennessee brethren thank him to 
this day. Ht 

The works of State Missions at this 
Convention received the attention with 
the cause merited. Many of the leading 
minds of the body had reached the 
conclusién that the moment was upon 
them when the work should be 
thoroughly organized, and the Board 
located where the enterprise could be 
best fostered by the entire denomina- 


State was becoming agitated and dis- 
turbed by the aj of war. In Au- 
gust, 1862, the Mississippi Baptist ran 
down to a paper of two pages, but in 
April, 1861, it regained its number of 


pages, but with smaller dimensions. ” 


The last copy extant is dated De- 
cember 11, 1862.‘Thus, endeth the sec- 
ond chapter of our newspaper enter- 
prise. 

The prospectus of The Christian 
Watchman was sent out from Jackson 
early in January, 1866, and specimen 
copies, February, 14, 1866. The first 
number: was forwarded to prominent 
Baptists of the State, March 15, 1866. 
The enterprise was hazardous, as mail 
facilities were irregular and imperfect 
at that. short remove from the Civil 
War, and very few of the first number 
could reach their intended destination. 
The first copy extant is of June 14, 1866. 
J. B. Hamberlin was then editor, and 
Atkins and Kimball proprietors. The 
price of the paper was $5.00 a year until 
August 2, 1866, after that time $4.00 a 
year for single copy. 

H. M. Atkins appeared as editor 
January 27, 1867, and associated with 
him Joseph Sorsby, March 8, 1867. On 
May 16, 1867, Whitfield, Ward & Co. 
were etors, with Theodore Whit- 
field as editor, and Joseph Sorsby as- 
sociate editor. The last number pre- 
served is a copy of September 26, 1867. 

The design of the paper was to foster 


” Foreign missions, Home missions, the 


Educational interests and the Or- 
phan'’s Home. The report on Publica- 
tions made to the convention of 1867, 
written by Dr. D. P. Bestor says: 
“Should the brethern throughout the 


this State. 


lege of appointing a represen 
person contri 
wards, at one 


and an additional re 
additional ten dollars ; bat no 
be entitled to a scatin this 


interest of the Redeemer’s King- 
, particularly within the bounds of 


tion represented in the Convention. 
This was regarded by them as the 
work-of that Convention, and over it 


Mississippi Baptists were 

that way. It meant that the Oxford 
church was to be a representative 
church in. State mission work. The 
church had just become self support- 
ing. Many of the members were giving 


Baptist Work Was vee 


State, standing in i 
know that the church at Oxford, hon- 
ored with the fostering care of the 


Board, was willing to make a large 
tial demonstration of interest 


pendence of the Associations, attended 
to centralize, and did a partial work. 
Many thought the Board favored 
churches that did not need help, and 
negleeted churches that were struggl- 
ing to hold missionary ground. The 
Board conscious of its integrity did not 
discourage discussion, but regard it as 
@ means of making known what they 
were doing and were desires of having 
its support of the Board and em- 
phasized its work in strong editorials 
whenever the situation demanded it. 
Its editors were in close sympathy and 
in elbow touch with the ardent suppor- 
ters of the enterprise. It was-only to be 


largely to the maintenance of the expected that the cause would meet 


church . The new pastor had 
been told by one of the most judicious 
members that this was true, that-he 
might not expect too much of the 
church. How many pastors find them- 
selves in like emergencies? In the fall 
of the year Walne came to 
Oxford ‘‘to hold a five-day meeting.” 
That meant that he understood what 
he had to accomplish. The Oxford 
church must step up to the front: The 


State come to its support it would be 
liberally sustained,” which amounts 
to about the same as saying: ‘‘Should I 
make a great mian, a great man I 
would be.” 

The Judson Baptist made its ap- 


opposition and be subjected to severe 
criticism. No revolutions are tamely 
received. Men that attempt to change 
affairs established in the thoughts and 
habits of people, must have the nerve 
to stand assault, and the grace to.con- 
trol ‘themselves in their actions. The 
advocates of State Missions did not ex- 
pect milder treatment than is the 
common lot of the promoters of prog- 
ress. ’ 


Several Area Papers Preceded 


Baptist Record Beginning Date 


had to be raised, and the inflaming 
question of alien immersion as taught 
in the Seminary must be discussed in 
his department of The Baptist. Many 
of the progressive members of the 
convention thought a paper in Missis- 


at Tupelo in 1868. It was said-ysippi, representing the interests of our 


pearance 
to be “the only religious paper pub- 
lished in the interest of the Baptist de- 
nomination in this State.”’ John S. 
Carothers and L. A. Stovall were its 
editors. It was said of the paper that it 
had “every facility” for making ‘‘a 
welcome visitor to every household in 
The paper was to cost the subscriber 
$2.50 a year!-Its existence was surely 
transient. All the information that can 
be gotten as to its existence is a single 
advertisement. It must have frozen 
out that winter from lack of proper fi- 


“nancial covering. 


The paper was published in the ter- 
ritory of the Judson Associations, and 
perhaps its patronage was largely local 

At the convention at Canton in 1869, 
Dr. J. R. Graves proffered Mississippi 
Baptists one page of his paper, The 
Baptist, for their exclusive use, and it 
was resolved that the proposal be ac- 
cepted and J. T. Freeman was nomi- 
nated by the Committee on Publica- 
tions as editor of the department. 

At West Point in June, 1870, Gen. M- 
P. Lowrey was unanimously elected 
by the convention to preside over this 
department of The Baptist. He dis- 
charged his duties in this capacity to 
thie entire satisfaction of the members 
of the convention. He had a difficult 
work to perform. The college property 
was under a heavy mortgage, which 


fourth article be scrupulously preserved, termon at the annual meeting, in May 
and that notice be given of the contem-  pext, and N. R. Granberry his alternate. 


people should be undertaken. As early 
as 1872, at thé convention at Meridian, 
Dr. J. R. Graves being present, Prof. 
M. T. Martin, in a short speech, was 
explicit in the statement of his belief 
that such a paper was then a necessity. 
«Gen. M.: P. Lowrey was a cool, cor- 
pect man. He was-@ member.of:the 
Board of Trustees of the Seminary, 
and was devoted to its interests. He 
was ready at any time to yield his 
place as editor of his department, but 
was fearful the enterprise would be 
rashly projected. At the June meeting 
of 1876, a Committee on Publications 
made a recommendation, which was 
adopted, that a committee of five be 
appointed to nominate fifteen brethren 
to take in hand the establishment of a 


Ralyea, Gambrell, R. N. Hall, Zealy, 
Hackett, Rowe, Sellers, Kells and John 
Powell. Gen. M. P. Lowrey im- 
mediately resigned his position as, 
editor of the Mississippi department of 
the Baptist, and suitable resolutions 
were adopted by the convention on his 


resignation. 

The first of February, 1877, the Bap- 
tist Record was projected, J. B. Gam- 
brell and Prof. M. T. Martin, editors. 
This ted a new era in the his- 


« : 


Spiritual Emphasis Week Plans Begin 


Students at Clarke College, under direction of J. B. Costilow (second from 
right), BSU director, have begun planning Spiritual Emphasis Week. This an- 
nual emphasis-is-set for Feb. 21-24 with Chester Swor of Jackson as featured 
speaker. According to Clarke President, W. L. Compere, area churches will be 
invited to attend. Additional details will be released at a later date. Discussing 
the emphasis: (left to right): Cindy Smith, Meridian; Sharon Wilson, Jackson; 
Kenny Gregory, New Albany; Clifton Craft, Tuscaloosa, Alabama; Michael 


Collins, Noxapater; Costilow; and John Wilson, Gulfport, BSU president. 


“How Is Your Love Life?” Is 


Theme Of MC's 


“How Is Your Love Life?”’ will be 
the theme for the 1977 Religious Em- 
phasis Week program at Mississippi 
College on Feb. 14-17. Speakers from 
near and far will be on campus to ex- 
pound on the topic. 


Theresa Case of Bogue Chitto and 
Andy Taggart of Moss Point, co- 
chairmen for the Baptist Student 
Union sponsored week, said the theme 
will be carried out during chapel prog- 
rams, in seminar meetings, classroom 
sessions and dorm visitations. 


; Guest speakers during the week will 
Cothen, May 
Renew Library. 
Agreement 


NASHVILLE — Continued joint op- 
eration of Dargan - Carver Library by 
the Southern Baptist Sunday School 

‘Board and the Southern Baptist His- 

, torical Commission was assured as 
agency heads Grady C. Cothen and 
Lynn E. May, Jr. recently signed a 
new three-year contract. 

Cothen, president of the Sunday 
School Board, and May, executive di- 
rector of the Historical Commission, 
recently met to renew the agreement, 
which has been in effect sirice De- 
cember 1952. 

The agreement provides for joint 
operation of Dargan- Carver Library, 
the library service for all Southern 
Baptists, and includes personnel and 
rental space. Ownership of materials 

. remains separate. Wayne Chastain, 
director of the Board’s management 
services division, and May represent 
their respective agencies as directors 
of the library operation. 

Containing more than 53,000 
hardback volumes, Dargan - Carver 
Library subscribes to four daily news- 
papers and 659 periodicals. In addi- 
tion, the more than 77,000 annuals of 


Baptist associations and state conven- 
TRY SHUG WSITORY ROLIGLOUB = sch 
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UXDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE DAITIOT DENOMINATION. 


NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI FEBRUARY, 1837. 


ASHLEY VAUGHR, Batter 


NO. 6. 


lection to nearly 300,000 items. 


Congratulations, 
Mississippi Baptists, 


Resolved, ‘That bro. A. Vaugha be di- 


On The 


Religion Week 


include Doyg-Tipps, minister of 
evangelism, First Church, Jackson; 
James Travis,chaplain, University of 
Mississippi Medical Center; Gene 
Bennett, Family Counseling Service, 
Jackson; Doug Manning, pastor of 
First Church, Hereford, Texas; and 
Gladys Lewis of Midwest City, Okla., a 
member of the Board of Trustees of 
Southwestern Seminary. 

According to Case and Taggart, 
Chapel topics for the week will be 
“Love Of Self’’ on Monday, “‘Love for 
Your Mate’ on Tuesday, ‘‘Love for 
Others” on Wednesday and ‘‘Love for 
God” on Thursday. 


THE BIBLICAL RECORDER, jour- 
nal ofthe Baptist State Convention of 
North Carolina, salutes Mississippi 
Baptists on the 100th anniversary of 


joWs. to Editor Donald T. McGregor 
and his staff. 


An informed Baptist is a better Baptist. 
Publications like The BIBLICAL RECOR- 
DER and the BAPTIST RECORD are posi- 
tive proof of this. 


BIBLICAL RECORDER INC. 
J. MARSE GRANT, EDITOR 
P.O. Box 26568 
Raleigh, N.C. 27611 


Arnicur III. Any person contributing 
ten dollsrs annually to the Convention, 
shall be 2 member, or shall have the privi- 
tative. Any 
ting thirty dollars or up- 

, sliall be a member for 
life, with the privilege of appointing a 

tative, as above; and any person 
eéntributing one hundred dollars, or uv 
wards, at one time, shall be a Director for 
life: and every Church, Association, or 
Missionary Society, contributing. ten dol- 
S. | lars, shall be entitled to one representative, 
presentative for every 
ehall 
onvention, | poi to 
00 ns a cegdar Region. to gerd | Cac 


plate! alteration a ee 
‘The meeting then 
RC. GREEN, Chairman. 
L. B. Hottoway, Secretary. 
TRE CONVENTION 
Then met, and was opened with prayer 
by T.8, N. King—Ashley Vaughn, Pre- 
sident, in the chair, and, the rding 
Seeretary elect being absent, L. B. Hollo- 
way wus appoinied Secretary pro fem. 
ention proceeded to business, ‘The 
following resolutions were offered, and 
unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That a committee, cBnsisting 
of three incluling the President, be ap- 
sate an address to the min- 
isters and members of our elurches io 

i, setting forth toe chjowe, pion 
of &e., of the convention, and 
affectionately requesting the different = 
sodiations, Missionary Societies, 9 
Churches, to sea up their delegates to| A*#ociations in th 
out annual meeting.in May. next. lutions 

Brechren A. Vaughn, ‘I’. 8. N. King, 
inted in 


penses, : 
A collection was taken up during 


Rear two hundred dollars. 


day in May next 


jjourned, sine die. | rected to have seven hundred copies of the 
constitution, address, and minutes, pub- 
lished in pamphlet form, and draw on the 
Treasurer for funds to defroy the ex- 


Ue 
Meeting, for the convention, amounting ts 


Adjourned, io meet at Palestine, Hinds 
coum, on Friday before the first Lerd’s 


ASHLEY VAUGHN, 
President. 


100th Birthday 
Of The Baptist Record 


sted ig et 
Best Wishes And Prayers — 
For Your Next Century . 


From The Oldest State 


Baptist Paper In Our 
Southern Baptist Convention 


Protectan Index 


Founded 1822 - Jack U. Harwell, Editor 


-& 
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= Seavntey; Falconry 3, WE, 


Nine Men Occupy. The Editor’s 


Chair In Record’s 


\ From 1898 to 1896 he was president of 
Mercer University in . He 
moved to Texas in 1896, he 


reached the apex: of his unusual © 


abilities: There he became one of the 
foremost Baptist ministers of the 
state, serving as state 


superintendent 
of missions, as editor of the Baptist - 


Standard,as professor at Southwest- 
ern Seminary, and finally as executive 


western: ‘‘Don’t wear long faces 
around; get into the fine art of laugh- 
ing. Be on time. If you get into the habit 
of dragging to your classes here, you 
will drag out yonder and your congre- 
gation will frazzle out. You have come 
here to work; you will be saved in your 
examinations by work and not by 

From his youth he wrote at least one 
original article every day, making it 
as vivid as he could. His illustrations 
were on timely, familiar subjects such 
as “Lizard Killing,” ‘Who Owns the 
Wool?”’ or ‘‘Working a Batch of 


™ was secretary of WMU in Texas, with-" 


out salary, and assistant to her hus- 
band. She learned to speak Spanish so 
she could witness to the Mexicans. She 
died in 1911 after they had been ntar- 


ried 47 years. 

For the last four years of his life, 
from 1917 to 1920, Gambrell was presi- 
dent of the Sou Baptist Conven- 
tion. Once when he was presiding and 


messengers kept interrupting a 
speaker, he said, ‘‘Let him speak; the 
faster he talks, the quicker he will get 


He died June 10, 1921. George Truett 
preached his funeral message at First 
Church, Dallas. 


J. A. Hackett 


1891-1898 
J. A. Hackett was the second editor 
of the Baptist Record. In January, 
1888, he had become managing editor 
of the Southern Baptist Record in 


Born October 13, 1832, in Crawford 
County, Illinois, he moved to Madison 
County, Mississippi, in 1835. Though he 
grew up under the influence of another 
denomination, he was baptized at 
Jerusalem Baptist Church, Scott 
County, when he was 23. 

When the War Between the States 


He was ordained to the ministry at 
Canton on January 3, 1863. After a pas- 
torate in Yazoo County he moved to 


lehurst and Clinton; First Church, 
rie ipa and First Church, San An- 


othe first Mrs. Hackett (Anna Maria 
Storr of New Orleans) died while Hac- 
kett was pastor in Shreveport. The 
widower, left with four small children, 
in a few years married Emma Gard- 
ner of the Home Mission Board. 

Following his retirement in 1898 
from the editorship of the Record, he 
was pastor of several churches in the 
vicinity of Meridian. He died in 1923, 
shortly after his. 90th birthday. A 
worker to the end of his life, he had the 
year of his death been elected presi- 
- of the Baptist Ministers’ Confer- 


J. B. Searcy 


1898-1899 

In 1898 T. J. Bailey raised $10,000 
capital, set up the Mississippi Baptist 
Publishing Company which bought the 
Baptist Layman of Winona, and the 
Southern Baptist Record of Meridian, 
and started a new paper in Jackson, 
The Baptist, with J. B. Searcy as 
editor 


James Bryant Searcy was born in 
Eufaula, Alabama, in 1838, but moved 
to Lauderdale, County, Mississippi, in 
1851. He was ordained to the ministry 
at Mt. Vernon Church in Newton 
County in 1860. 

From-1857 to 1896 he shared his jour- 
nalistic talents with Arkansas and 
duisiana Baptists, as editor of the 
Arkansas section of Tennessee’s The 
Baptist, then as editor of the Arkansas 
Evangel, foreruiiner of the Arkansas 
Baptists, and as associate editor of the 
The Baptist Chronicle of Louisiana. 

In the 1870's he owned a large farm, 
a cotton gin, and corn meal mill “a 
day’s distance by buggy” from Pine 


NEW AND USED BUSES 


Complete Stock from 12 to 84 
Passengers 


{BUS SUPPLY CO., INC.. 


Hwy. 98 E.—P/O.Box se2 
McCOMB, MS 39648 
Phones: Office (601) 684-2900 
Home (601) 684-5876 or 684-4876 


After one year , 
to accept the pastorate of First 
Church, Biloxi. He died in 1920. 


T. J. Bailey 


1899-1912 

After T. J. Bailey, whio had been bus- 
iness manager, was elected to follow 
Searcy as editor, The Baptist again 
became The Baptist Record. 

Thomas Jefferson Bailey was born 
in Holmes County, near Durant, Mis- 
sissippi, on November 26, 1853. When 
his father was killed in the Confeder- 
ate Army, the young man had to take 
over the responsibility of managing 
the family farm and caring for his 
mother, two sisters, and younger 
brother. 

In 1867 he joined Pleasant Ridge 
Church, Holmes County, and in 1876 
was ordained to the ministry. After he 
graduated from Mississippi College in 
1879 he married Emma Moseley. They 
lived in Goodman for five years where 
he ‘‘superintended a farm, taught 
three classes in school (advanced 
mathematics, Greek, and Latin), and 
served four churches as pastor, one 
Sunday a month each.”’ He and his wife, 
had eight children, five sons and three 
daughters. 

Bailey was at one time treasurer of 
the State Convention Board. 

While pastor at Winona he edited a 


_paper called The Baptist Layman. In 


1898 he was chosen business manager 
of the Baptist Record and in the fall of 
1899 he became the paper’s editor. 
Until 1912 he worked in that capacity, 
settling the paper on sure financial 
footing. (It was he who helped raise the 
$10,000 necessary to organize the Mis- 
sissippi Baptist Publishing Company 
in 1898, and move the paper back to 


* Jackson.) 


With Z. T. Leavell he wrote and pub- « 
lished in 1904*A History of Mississippi 
Baptists from the Earliest Times, in 
two volumes. 

While he was editor of the Baptist 
Record, the paper’s office-was on the 
corner of Capitol and West, where the 
present First National Bank of 
Jackson is located. Mailing equipment 
was in Bailey’s home at 512 High 
Street. Mattie Bailey, the editor's 
daughter, addressed and wrapped the 
papers. This house on High Street 
stood where the flags now fly beside 
the Sillers 

In 1912 Bailey sold his interest in the 
paper to P. I. Lipsey and J. C. Parker. 
Lipsey became editor and Parker bus- 
iness manager. In November of the 
same year Parker retired and Lip- 
sey’s son, John J. Lipsey, became bus- 
iness manager. 

Bailey, who was in the active pasto- 
rate 22 years, in 1914 became superin- 
tendent of the Anti-Saloon League of 
Mississippi, the crowning work of his 
life. After retirement, he lived at his 
home on High Street, He died in 1932. 


P. I. Lipsey 


1912-1941 
When in 1912 P. I. Lipsey.used “all 
his savings and all the money he could 
safely borrow” — five or six thousand 
dollars—to buy Bailey's interest in the 


Record, he got a paper with about3,000 
. Hederman 


In 1912-13 he taught Bible at Missis- 
sippi College. That same , at the 
age of 47, he became of the Bap- 
tist Record. At the end of the 30 years 
with the paper, hé said he-had-never 
doubted that was the job God{had 
wanted him to do. 

On January 1, 1919 the Baptist state 
convention became the owner of the 
Baptist Record. The Convention Board 
paid $8,800 for the paper. They then 
asked Lipsey to continue as editor, 

He was active in denominational 
service. He was one of those who 
suggested a Baptist Bible Institute’ be 
located’ in New Orleans. He was a 
founder and trustee of Southern Bap- 
tist Hospital in New Orleans and of 
Baptist Hospital in Jackson. In 1923 he 
was a representative of the SBC at the 
Baptist World Alliance in Stockholm, 
Sweden. 

He was the father of a daughter ond 
four sons. After the death of his first 
wife he married Mrs. Florence Bower 
Morris. 

When Lipsey sold the Record, the of- 
fices were located at 160 East Capitol, 
over Town Creek. In 1932, during de- 
pression days, the paper had a deficit 
of nearly $3,000 so the size of the paper 
was cut in half from 16 to eight pages. 
The next year Lipsey asked that the 
paper be changed back to the larger 
size and that his salary. be cut to take 
care of the loss involved. He asked fog 
the hiring of a circulation manager 
eet Coens See epee S 


1941, he continued to live in Clinton. He 
died six years later, on July 16, 197. 


A. L. Goodrich 


. 1942-1956 

On Lipsey’s retirement, Goodrich 
was elected editor, and also remained 
circulation manager. With innovative 
thinking and hard work, he raised the 
circulation of the Baptist Record more 
than anyone else has done, before or 
since. He sold subscriptions wherever 


WRINKLE-LESS 
PEW CUSHIONS 


DUNLAP'S 


THE BAPTIST RECORD 
is to be COMMENDED 
for 100 years of continued 


service tol Mississippi Baptist. 
‘YOUR FAITHFUL. SUPPORT and | 
MINISTRY THROUGH RELIGIOUS 
NEWS has made an INVALUABLE 
CONTRIBUTION to the cause of 
CHRIST’S KINGDOM. 
= COMPUTER 
SERVICES, INC. 


Jean Garner, 
Suite 8-7, Medical Arts Bidg./Jackson, Ms. 39201 
(601) 948-3235 


. 


Js, President 


100 Years 


he went, to churches and private cit} 
zens, on his travels in the state and out 


of Porter Church, 
Lexington, Ky. 

He was twice vice-president and 
twice secretary-treasurer of the 
Southern Préss Association. 
At his death, he had a nine years’ per- 
fect attendance record at Kiwanis 


Memorial 


Club. 


Having lost his first two wives by 
death, he married Evie Landrum, 
Mississippi WMU field worker, on Au- 
gust 31, 1937. He was the father of four 
daughters, Rose Ellen, Jean, Thyra, 
and La Una, and two sons, John Wright 
and A. L., Jr. The latter died in early 
childhood. 

Goodrich died of a heart attack 
March 14, 1956. He had been scheduled 
to retire in the fall of that year. 

in January before his death he 
changed the size of the Record from 
the conventional tabloid form to an 
eight-page newspaper, and it is still 
the only Southern Baptist state paper 
of newspaper format. 


W. C. Fields 
Following Goodiarrs. death, W. C. 


Fields was elected seventh editor of 
the Baptist Record. He moved to 
Jackson from Yazoo City, where he 
had for five years been pastor of First 
Church, beginning his work in late 
May after the meeting of the Southern 


‘* Baptist Convention in Kansas City. In 


. the interval between March and May, 


sippi. 


January 1, 1985, the 


peer . 
Congratilations to. 


THE BAPTIST RECORD. 
‘For 100 years of 
exemplary service in 

the name of Christ. 


The Baptist Standard, weekly magazine of Texas 
Baptists salutes its sister state Baptist paper, THE 
BAPTIST RECORD, for 100 years of exemplary ser- 
vice in Jesus’ name and to Mississippi Baptists. 
We also'salute the efforts of BAPTIST RECORD  « 
Editor Donald T. McGregor. For 16 years, 1956-71 
McGregor served on the staff of the Baptist Stan- 
dard, exhibiting the same qualities of leadership 
and fine spirit by which he is now mom in Missis- 


We join Baptists everywhere in congratulating 
you on reaching this milestone and offer you our 
prayers and best wishes for the future. 


BAPTIST 
STANDARD 


_nlileetippiiniiodtion of Texas Baptists. 


John J. Hurt, Editor/Box 6330/Dalias, TX 75222 


3d Abrams, sasociate editor, was act- 


"Spee ine mot noticable 
Fields made in the 
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Hi 
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Hy 
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if 
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Louisiana, and at , Louisville, 
in Kentucky. 
In 1959 he resigned as editor to ac- 


For two yoord bit birved se steiional 
it of the Associated Church 


Joe T. Odie Decade inhinied ofite: yl 
the Record July 15, 1959, after Fields’ 
Tesignation and move to Tennessee. 
Then the Mississippi Baptist Conven- 
tion Board elected him the eighth 
editor of the Baptist Record in Sep- 


birthday. 

After graduation from Frankfort 
Community High School, he enrolled 
at Union University, Jackson, Tn., 


studied at Sou ry. 
He married Riley, the daugh- 
ter of a Baptist preacher, L. R. Riley of 


Kentucky, who died in 1975. Mabel 


.Riley and Joe Odle met while both 


were students at Union University. 
Their daughter, Sarah, is Mrs. Roland 
(Continued on page 7) 


FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES 
WATER HEATERS 
SPIRES —CROSSES 
-=2g" KRINKLGLAS 
tint! Ae windows 
” Cogan credit ptens cogil. 
ree colored broc! 


LITTLE GIANT WANUFACTURING C co. 
Box 518 / Orange, Texas 77630 
: F13-883.4246 


CHURCH BUSES 


sipp! Bus Sales 


HEADQUARTERS 


School, 


FOR ALL TYPES OF 
School & Church Furniture 


@ Complete stock of chairs, tables, desks and 
furnishings for Classroom, Library, Sunday 
Auditorium Cafeteria and 
School and Charch tse. 
EVERYTHING FoR 


ay ware: School Supply Co. 


every 


MISSISSIPPI 


JACKSON , MISSISSIPRE 


What Was World Like In 1877? 


With Conveniences? Religi 


film, was 12 years away. 
And, of course; there were no 


airplanes, no radios, no phonographs, 


no moving pictures, no fountain pens, 


registers, r 
cars, no safety razors, no air- 


no 
ho motorcycles, no tractors, no 
mimeographs, no and no 
electric elevators. The age the sky- 
Scrapers had not yet arrived. Many 
items which now are considered 
necessities were not even dreamed of 


in that day. There were no 
centers, Bo supereiarkas ant os 


y 

massacred by the Indians at Little 

Horna Montana, es thn sx month 
ore. 


known on more than one continent: 
Fed een anil. 8 ie wn 
named Moody had been stirring 
Chicago, and with a singer named 
Sankey, was reaching this nation and 


Nine Occupy Editor’s 
Chair In 100 Years 


(Continued from page 6) 
Maddox of Memphis. A son, Joe 
Thomas, died while a ministerial stu- 
dent at Mississippi College. 

Odle has been vice-president of the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention and 


His published books are It's a Great 
Life, Don’t Miss It; Is Christ 


Robert Drive in Jackson, and con- 
tinues to write, preach, and study. One 
of his first retirement projects was to 
help do research for the Baptist Re- 
cord’s Special Centennial editions. 


Don McGregor 


{Donald T. McGregor, associate 
editor of thé Baptist Record, was 


‘99-year-old paper neared its 100th 
birthday. 

Like the Record’s first editor, J. B. 
Gambrell, McGregor had been on the 
staff of the Texas Baptist paper, the 
Baptist Standard. In Mississippi he 
succeeded Joe Abrams who had been 
on the staff of the Record for 23 years. 
He came to the Record as as- 
sociate editor in September, 1974,from 
being editor of three small weekly 
newspapers in the Dallas, Texas area 
for one year. Before that he was editor 
of The California Southern Baptist for 
two years. He had been associate 
editor of The Standard for 12 
years before going to California. - 

McGregor was born near McGregor, 
Texas, March 20, 1924. His father, M. 
T. McGregor, a Baptist preacher, re- 
on in 1970 after 22 years as eared 

missionary in Hope Associa in 
Arkansas. = 

Following graduation from high 
schéol at Mertzon, Texas, he entered 
Baylor University. His college days 
were interrupted by World War I, 
however, when he dropped out of 
Baylor University to volunteer for the 
U.S. Army. In December, 1944, while 


on combat duty in France he was cap- 
tured and held as a prisoner of war in 
Czechoslovakia for six months. Later 


he returned to Baylor where after 


graduation he remained an extra year 
for additional courses in English and 
journalism. 

He worked as farm, dairy, and ranch 
editor of the Midland, Texas, 
- Telegram and real estate editor of the 
Dallas Times Herald, He was on the 
Staff of the Baptist Standard for four 
years before becoming associate 
editor and spent two years in public 
waepens Der ea nparence qanmerey in 


four years. He engaged in graduate 
study at Southwestern Seminary. 

' For about 15 years in Texas he 
served as a part-time staff member in 
small churches and in 1957 was or- 
dained tothe ministry by Grove Haven 
Church in Dallas. He was ordained a 


McGregor is married to,the f 

, Texas. 
They live at 202 Turtle Creek near the 
Barnett Reservoir. Their three chil- 
dren are Alice, who is married to Wal- 
ter Tyrone, a native of Prentiss, Miss-; 
and Bob and Wayne, both of whom are 


, marfied and live in Dallas. 


1977 Staff 
As the Baptist Record begins its sec- 
ond century of existence, staff. mem- 
bers working with the ninth editor to 


produce the newspaper.are Tim _ 


Nicholas, associate editor; Anne 
McWilliams, editorial associate; Bill 
Sellers, business manager; Evelyn 
Keyes, office secretary; Florence 
Larrimore, office secretary; Nell 
Vaughn, circulation clerk; Ina 
McFall, bookkeeper - keypunch 
operator; Nancy Stricklin, part-time 
verifier; and Betty Ann Bailey, part- 
time secretary. 


TENTION.” 


CONGRATULATIONS To 


The BAPTIST RECORD 
For 100 Years Of Faithful 
Service To Mississippi Baptists 
GULFSTATES MUSIC SUPPLIERS 

: P. O. Box 4864, Jackson, Ms, 39216 = 


“BIG ENOUGH TO GIVE COMPLETE AND QUICK SERVICE, _ 
YET SMALL ENOUGH TO GIVE YOU. PERSONAL AT- 


in revival ser- 
blag > 


income of only $16,816.00 but with that 
would give to 22 missionaries. 
ark: controversy 

Conven- 


learning 
they could cooperate without los- 


FER ERE HE 
| 
g 
4 
g 
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missionafy and benevolent work, 
by uniting'the ‘resources of the 
churches in cooperative effort. A spirit 
ofunity and cooperation was in the air. 


being re- 

turned to~responsibie Mississip- 
pians and the economy was beginning 
togrow. Railroads hadcrossed the state 
in directions before the War and 
now those were being expanded, so 
that soon, almost every area of the 
state would be connected by rail. Sev- 
eral new lines were under construc- 
tion, or were being projected in 1877. 
Baptists had survived the War and 
the Reconstruction era, and a period of 


CHURCH BUS 


FOR SALE 
54 er Chevrolet new 
motor upholstery and —. 


Byram 
Jackson, . $1,500.00 


on? 


‘and united in convention efforts. 
it was not an easy day in which to 
begin a new publication. 


Actually, as we look back now, we 


know that it was an auspicious time. : 


Mississippi Baptists were beginning a 
great march, and the Baptist Record 
was destined to play an important part 
in that march. 

When J. B. Gambrell moved from 
Oxford to Clinton, to start the paper, 


a 


100 Years 


has been done concisely, 
accurately and-with dignity by the 


BAPTIST RECORD 


Congratulations From 
. Louisiana Baptist Convention 
Lee, Executive Director 


set Robert L 
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. When... 


of Baptists in Mississippi, America and other ‘nations 


; ‘Baptist Message 
James F . Cole, Editor 
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Cruse Family |” 


To Appear At 
McDowell Rodi : 
McDowell Road Church, Jackson, 


wil] present the Cruse Family in con- 
cert, Feb. 9, at 7:30 p.m. This group 
will sing and share their testimonies. 

“The of this family is 
to be used of God in winning souls; to 


Johnny Speedling, 
at McDowell Road Church. They are 
under contract to Canaan Records of 
Word, Inc., Waco, Texas. They appear 
several times each-year on the Grand 


Nichols To Sing 
At Evangelism 


Jackson, Miss.:—An offer of special 
interest to those who hear but don’t 
understand words has been an- 


Co nounced by Capital Heari Aid 
nference Pe gard fa gee hog * sentient sid 
Clint and Jarvis Rose Nichols willbe | Of i" kind will be offered to any- 

A one g this advertisement. 

featured vocalists during the evening | Write today to see how tiny heer- 


sessions of the Evangelism Confer- 
ence, February 7-9, Jackson City Au- 
ditorium. Nichols is Chairman of the 
Division of Church Music Ministries at 
New Orleans Seminary. 

The Nichols have been heard in over 
600 concerts, revivals and related en- 
gagements. Some places. where they 
have. performed are: the New York 
City Opera, Radio City Music Hall, 
New Orleans Philharmonic Orchest- 
ra, and Mississippi Opera Association. 
The evening sessions will begin-at 7. 
Day sessions wil] be held at First 
Church, Jackson. : 


ing help can be. It actually weighs 
less than one-third ounce and all in 
the ear. . .no tubes or cords, Thous- 
ands have already been helped. ¢ 
ieee today to Capital Hearing Aid 

enter, 708 East Fortification St., 
Jackson. MS 39201. 


OLD BIBLES REBOUND 
A binding and style to meet ever 
need. “vei einarahig’ guorerieed 
“Internationally known specialists’ 
NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO. 
Box 305-C — Greenwood Migs. 38930 
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Soe ies The Ultimate 
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Delivery Special Church Terms Available 
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ternational For Februa 


kness And Death 


“special request. A Romanofficerhad a 
sick servant and wanted Jesus to heal 
him. The centurion loved the Jews and 
had built a synagogue for them. Before 
Jesus could reach his house, however, 
the Roman officer sent other friends to 
say that he was not worthy to have 
Jesus enter his home: “But say in a 
word, and my servant shall} be 
healed.” Jesus then turned to say to 
those following him that he had not 
found that kind of faith even in Israel. 
In a little while the servant was disco- 
vered completely well. Jesus had re- 
sponded first to the compassion of the 
Jews; then he responded to the faith of 
a Gentile who loved his servant. Such 
faith had to be-answered, ~ 


Sunday School Lesson: Life_and_ Work For February 6 


Jairus — A Distraught Father 


By Bill Duncan 
Long Beach First 

Mark §:21-43 

When Jesus and his disciples re- 
turned to Galilee they were met by a 
Ren eerned Jars. Ht was peeody 


at the time of the story, for his little 
daughter was at the point of death. 


Buthis “little sweetheart’’ was sick. 
When she became ill, and then it 


Jesus would have power to help his lit- 
tle daughter. 

“To go to Jesus was to toss his social 
prominence into the wind.” He knew 
how the religious leaders felt about 
Jesus. Which was more important, 
being a ruler of the synagogue or being 
a father? 

This kind of conflict is not strange to 
us. In one way or another most of us 
parents have had to face a similar 
question. How much are you willing to 


give up for your children? 


Though Jairus was an outstanding 
leader, when he saw Christ, ‘“‘he fell at 
his feet.”” I like that. I know we can 
pray in any position, but I also know 
that we can pray best on our knees. 
Jairus had two things necessary to 
gain the power of God. First, he felt the 
need of help. As long as we feel suffi- 
cient unto ourselves, Christ will pass 
us by. Until we recognize the need for 
him we will never have him. Second, 
Jairus had faith that Christ could do 

ing about his need. Jairus did 
not say, “Come and try to help my 
daughter.”’ Christ comes through tlie 
door of belief. Jairus said, “Come and 
lay thy hands on her, that she may be 
saved and live.’’ When we believe, re- 
ally believe, that Christ can handle our 
situation, he will do it, but not before. 

Because of faith and prayer, Jesus 
turned aside to help this man who had 
expressed his need. As Jesus and 
Jairus made their way to the side of the 
sick child, there came a messenger 


AN 


from the house saying, ‘“Thy daughter 
is dead, why troublest thou the Master 
any.farther?’’ “Quit fearing! Keep 
acting in faith.’’ The woman with the 
issue of blood had faith and she was 
healed. Jairus’ faith could bring him 
more than he dared to hope. Our Lord 
puts no limit on the power of belief. 
With Christ no person is hopeless, no 
situation is impossible. We ‘give up 
hope too easily and too x 

When Jesus got to the home of Jairus 
He found a scene of professipnal 
mourners carrying out the ritual of the 
Jews. To them death was a finality — 
personal desolation and total separa- 
tion. To this error, Jesus spoke: “The 
child is not dead — she is only sleep- 
ing.”’ It is not the cessation of life at all. 
Death means that one is living in 
another place. 

Those who laughed at Christ were 
put out of the house. God is never wil- 
ling to demonstrate his power to the 
cynical and the scornful. 

Standing by the side of the childwho 
had died Jesus said, ‘‘Damsel, I say 
unto thee, rise.’’ The girl who wasdead 
came back to life. She arose, walked 
and ate to demonstrate her supreme 
proof that she was alive. H 

The suggestion to give the child 
something to eat helped the parents. 
There is no better medicine for our 
emotions and nerves than to get Busy. 

Death may seem to be an - 
able wall, but Jesus put a door in 
wal], The grave may be darkness, but 
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command, the dead man sat up, and 
Jesus ‘‘gave him to his mother”’ 
(RSV). 


Both the funeral crowd and the one 
that had followed Jesus were filled 


questions and guesses of the people 
started a rumor that circulated 
through the whole region. 


Answering John’s Question 
(vv. 18-23) 


Imprisoned in Machaerus, east of 
the Dead Sea, John the Baptist sent 
two of his disciples with a question for 
Jesus. He had probably heard some of 
the news about Jesus, and he may have 
felt that Jesus was not bringing the 
judgment that John had predicted 
(Luke 3:17). Evil men were still in 
power. Was someone else yet to ap- 
pear as the real Messiah? It was an 
honest and earnest question. 


Perhaps while they were talking, 
Jesus was dealing with the sick, the 
lame, and the demon-possessed. He 
did not give a yes or no afiswer; in- 
stead, he told them to tell John what 
they had seen and heard. 


Jesus is the Light. 

Why did Jesus command the family 
and disciples to tell no one what had 
happened? Who would understand 
what had happened anyway, except 
men whose minds were open and wh o 


had come to believe? Jesus was trying. 


to avoid unwanted publicity. 


anxious to raise some. 
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What Kind Of Man-Is. This? | 
* ‘By James Porch, Pastor, Northside, Clinton 
Because a Christian is a follower of Jesus Christ, he should be willing and 
concerning his leader. 
Following Jesus’ act a storm, the dumbfounded 


quieting disciples 
asked, “What kind of a man is this that even the wind and sea 
obey Him?” Matthew 8:27 NASB. This is the question that 


Devotional 


; Also, this is--——- 


and demanding, ‘‘What kind of a man is Jesus Christ?” 


Truth To Sing In Pearl 


Truth is coming to the Jackson and 
Pearl area on February 8, announces 
Tommy Smith, minister of music at 
i music 


‘at Pearl Junior High Auditorium at 


7:30 p.m. 


Truth is in the midst of its sixth tour 
which will encompass every corner in 
North America. This group of musi- 
cians from 11 states gives a year or 
more to this evangelistic ministry. 


more than a half-million miles sharing 
their witness for Christ. “With nearly 
a.dozen albums recorded, Truth is 
heard on radio and seen on network 
television around the world each day,”’ 
states Smith. The public is invited. 


Revival Dates 


nesday at 7 p.m.’ Swor is one of the 
South’s most sought-after conference 
speakers. Scott Cook, in addition to 
sharing in some of the youth sessions, 
will present his dramatic ‘“‘LIVING 
ART” at each of the evening services; 


Ralph Graves, pastor. 


The Sundoy School Boord 
onogrotulotes 
The Baptist Record — 


The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention congratulates The Baptist Reeord-on 
completing 100 years of Baptist publishing, report- 


ing, and witnessing in Mississippi! 


* And as you at the Record celebrate, we at the 
SAnday School Board celebrate with you. Indeed, 
we feel a special kinship with Mississippi Baptists. 


James L. Sullivan, 


1975. 


dent. 


Through the years, you have given us three of our 
most illustrious Board leaders. 


Since we began, in 1891 (just 14 years after 
the Record started publishing in Clinton), Missis- 
sippi natives have guided our progress through the 
last 42 of our 86 years as the Southern Baptist 
Convention's education’ and publishing agency. 
That’s virtually halfiof our lifetime! 


First Mississippian to fead us as executive 
secrétary-treasurer was T. Luther Holcomb, born in 
Purvis. Holcomb came to the Sunday School Board 
in 1935 and served 18 years in the institution's top 
executive post before he retired in 1953, 


Grady C. Cothen, president 


Significantly, all three of these men, in 
addition to being Mississippi born, were educated 
at Mississippi College, Clinton. Two of them, 
Holcomb and-Sullivan, also served pastorates in 


their home state. 


Mississippi, succeeded Holcomb at the Board’s 
helm. He, served 22 years, retiring in February, 


_- Following Sullivan,4till another Mississippian, 
Grady C. Cothen, born in Poplarville, came to the 
Sunday School Board and serves it now as presi- 


native of -Silver--Greek, 


* 


So, we at the Sunday School Board have 


enjoyed—and enjoy—a unique legacy of leadership 


first 100 years! 


z 
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_ Dedicated to the task of helping Southern Baptists 
win persons to God through Jesus Christ. 


from the constituency served by The Baptist 
Record. And that adds a special warmth to our 
congratulations to the Record on completing its 


The Sunday School Board of the Southem Baptist Convention 


